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REPORT 

OF 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 

PRESENTED  AT  TEE  ANNUAL  MEETING 
Held  on  Thu.rsd.ay  Evening,  January  11,  1866. 


The  Executive  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the 
sixth  Article  of  the  By-Laws,  respectfully  report : 

The  present  number  of  resident  members  of  the  Club 
is  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  being  about  the  same 
as  reported  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  This  is  con- 
sidered a  very  satisfactory  result,  as  showing  that  the 
Club  is  destined  to  continue  in  full  vigor,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  rebellion,  which  gave  it  its  birth,  is  now 
so  happily  terminated.  It  also  seems  to  prove  that  the 
increase  in  the  annual  assessments,  deemed  necessary 
during  the  past  year,  has  been  justified  by  the  judgment 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  members.  The  committee 
hope  and  believe,  that  by  continuing  the  prudent  course 
heretofore  pursued,  no  further  increase  will  be  neces- 
sary, and  that  the  membership  of  the  Club  will  thus  be 
kept  open  to  every  one  entitled  by  his  principles  and 
character  to  take  part  in  its  proceedings.  They  cherish 
the  belief  that  the  Union  League  Club  is  destined  to  a 
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long  career  of  usefulness,  not  only  in  preserving  the 
honorable  traditions  of  its  past  action,  but  in  applying 
the  principles  which  have  guided  it  to  all  future  ques- 
tions affecting  the  welfare  of  our  common  country.  This 
feeling  is  strengthened  by  the  remarkable  force  which 
the  Club  has  shown  in  its  development  up  to  the  present 
time.  Three  years  ago,  in  the  darkest  hour  of  the  war, 
a  few  gentlemen  met  together  at  the  rooms  of  the  Sani- 
tary Commission  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Union 
League,  a  body  of  men  bound  together  by  loyalty  and  a 
determination  to  perpetuate  the  Union.  The  objects 
of  the  association  were  fixed,  its  means  uncertain.  It 
was  originally  proposed  to  give  it  a  popular  form,  and 
to  appeal  to  the  public  sentiment  by  mass  meetings  and 
addresses.  But  it  was  considered  that  while  these 
means  were  most  useful,  they  were  always  sure  to  be 
provided  for ;  that  what  we  needed  was  not  to  create 
public  sentiment,  but  to  reform  it ;  that  before  teaching 
the  public,  we  wanted  to  be  sure  we  were  right  our- 
selves. We  needed  to  define  the  duties  as  well  as  the 
privileges  of  the  citizen,  not  only  what  we  might  do, 
but  what  we  must  do,  if  we  would  bear  a  record  not 
unworthy  of  those  who  had  gone  forth  to  fight  for  us 
and  for  their  country.  Upon  these  foundations  the 
Club  was  organized.  It  adopted  a  basis  so  broad  and 
so  deep  that  every  good  citizen  must  stand  upon  it : 
unqualified  loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  country, 
and  unswerving  support  of  its  efforts  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  Eebellion.  This  was  the  essential ;  all  else 
we  were  to  learn ;  and  as  learners  we  sought  associa- 
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tion,  loyalty,  harmony,  and  free  speech.  The  result 
was  the  Union  League  Club,  such  as  we  have  known 
it.  And  from  that  time,  and  from  these  small  begin- 
nings, it  has  grown  to  be,  what  we  all  had  faith  it  would 
become — what  the  whole  community,  with  pride  and 
affection,  now  recognizes  in  it — a  great  power,  employed 
with  generous  and  earnest  zeal  in  the  promotion  of 
patriotism,  humanity,  and  justice.  Ever  courageous 
and  firm,  ever  true  to  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded,  ever  putting  in  practice  to-morrow  what  it  had 
learned  to-day,  it  has  never  sought  popularity  at  the^ 
expense  of  conviction.  At  a  time  when  opinions  were  a 
matter  of  obloquy,  it  declared  and  maintained  its  opin- 
ions ;  when  liberality  was  most  costly,  it  was  most  liberal ; 
and  when  prudence  was  censured,  it  was  still  prudent. 
Ever  foremost  in  duty,  it  has  never  broken  ranks ;  but 
where  one  has  gone  forward — all  have  gone  together, 
giving  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  instance  of  harmo- 
nious action  ever  shown  in  so  large  a  deliberative  body. 
And  this  impulse  of  uncompromising  opinion  and  action 
has  never  been  resisted.  The  Club  has  no  long  history 
to  point  back  to,  but  it  has  lived  long  enough  to  see 
every  principle  and  every  measure  which  it  has  vindi- 
cated and  espoused  honorably  successful. 

Commencing  with  the  object  of  discountenancing  dis- 
loyalty by  moral  and  social  influences,  it  early  realized 
that  no  evil  can  be  so  well  overcome  as  by  the  practice 
of  its  corresponding  virtue,  and  that  the  Club  could  only 
fulfill  its  highest  duty  when  engaged  in  active  service  to 
the  country.    From  that  time  every  step  has  been  a 
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position  taken  in  advance,  and  maintained  till  public 
sentiment  came  up  to  it.  The  recorded  Resolutions  of 
the  Club  Lave  not  been  mere  opinions  ;  they  have  been 
actions,  and  have  had  a  marked  and  recognized  influ- 
ence on  the  issues  of  the  national  struggle,  and  on  the 
reconstruction  of  the  country. 

Nor  have  these  opinions  been  sent  to  work  their  way 
alone.  In  every  instance  all  the  means  known  to  the 
resources  of  organized  bodies  have  been  put  in  motion 
under  conditions  of  the  highest  efficiency.  The  special 
committees  of  the  Club  have  been  admirable  examples 
of  executive  and  administrative  ability,  when  co-oper- 
ating with  the  public  service;  and  generous  contribu- 
tions have  flowed,  unasked,  as  fast  as  needed,  to  make 
then*  success  possible  and  sure. 

The  soldiers  and  sailors  have  been,  as  was  right,  the 
first  wards  of  the  Club,  and  its  labors  and  benefactions 
have  never  been  withheld,  where  their  welfare  or  com- 
fort was  brought  into  question. 

Then,  with  every  step  forward  which  the  soldiers 
made,  came  the  freedmen  of  the  nation — first  as  con- 
trabands, then  as  soldiers,  now  as  freemen,  and  soon  to 
be  as  citizens ;  and  these  too  we  took,  as  the  most  suffer- 
ing and  needy  of  the  nation's  poor,  into  the  sphere  of  our 
benevolent  and  patriotic  action.  It  was  a  course  which, 
while  recommended  by  the  plainest  dictates  of  public 
duty  and  humanity,  was  unpopular  and  proscribed  here 
until  adopted  by  this  Club.  Its  action,  at  once  wise  and 
bold,  uncompromising  and  persistent,  has  been,  under 
Providence,  one  of  the  most  important  and  effectual 
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means  of  insuring  toleration  and  protection,  and 
eventually  justice,  to  the  colored  race  throughout  our 
land. 

'Nor  has  the  Club  been  wanting  in  the  high  duties  of 
hospitality  and  sympathy  in  the  recognition  of  great 
public  services  performed  and  sacrifices  made  by  our 
fellow-citizens  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  in  the  civil 
service  of  the  nation,  during  the  great  struggle  just  ter- 
minated. On  every  occasion  calling  for  such  recogni- 
tion, the  community  has  looked  to  this  Club  to  extend 
it,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been  withheld,  but  always  ren- 
dered with  generous  courtesy;  so  that  not  only  have 
those  of  the  highest  rank  been  received  by  us  with 
proper  distinction,  but  every  private  soldier  from  Xew 
York,  returning  from  the  war,  has  been  directly  bene- 
fited and  cheered  by  the  considerate  care  of  committees 
of  this  Club.  The  guests  of  the  nation  too,  those  for- 
eigners, all  the  more  distinguished  perhaps  for  being  so 
few  in  number,  who  have  visited  our  country,  in  its 
hour  of  trial,  with  expressions  and  acts  of  sympathy, 
have  received  from  us  their  most  grateful  recognition 
and  acknowledgment. 

And  when,  in  the  very  hour  of  victory,  it  pleased 

Providence  to  take  from  us  that  dear  and  honored  head, 

who  had  led  the  nation  with  such  patience  and  love 

and  fortitude  through  the  long  and  weary  hours  of  our 

national  struggle,  when  the  grateful  honors  we  had 

reserved  for  him  were  turned  into  mourning,  we  did 

not  need  any  monitor  to  remind  us  that  our  duty  was 

our  privilege  on  that  solemn  occasion ;  only  protesting 
1* 
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that  tlie  poorest  and  most  grateful  of  liis  and  our  fel- 
low-citizens should  not  be  debarred  from  following  with 
us  his  last  remains. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  not  inappropriate  at 
this  time,  to  make  these  Blight  references  to  the  motives 
and  principles  which  have  guided  the  Club  during  its 
past  history,  lest,  by  the  termination  of  the  war,  it 
should  be  thought  that  the  mission  of  the  Club  was 
accomplished,  and  that  it  would  subside  into  a  mere 
resort  of  elegant  luxury.  They  believe  that  no  such  re- 
sult is  probable,  or  possible,  for  an  institution  whose  ante- 
cedents are  so  dignified  and  honorable  as  those  of  the 
Union  League  Club ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  so  long 
as  great  public  questions  are  to  be  discussed,  principles 
established,  and  abuses  reformed,  it  will  continue  its 
useful  and  necessary  work,  as  a  center  of  faithful  asso- 
ciated influence  and  action. 

In  the  interior  history  of  the  Club  during  the  past 
year,  the  deaths  of  two  of  its  valued  and  honored  Presi- 
dents, Mr.  Robert  B.  Minturn  and  Captain  Charles  H. 
Marshall,  occupy  a  most  prominent  place.  Upright, 
kind-hearted,  and  most  zealous  in  patriotism,  none  have 
sympathized  from  the  beginning  more  earnestly  in  the 
objects  of  the  Club,  or  exerted  themselves  more 
efficiently  for  their  accomplishment.  They  have  left 
vacancies  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill,  and  characters  im- 
possible to  replace.  Manfully  courageous  through  all 
the  darker  hours  of  our  trial,  it  seemed  as  if  they  could 
not  endure  the  happiness  of  the  returning  day,  but  sank 
peacefully  to  rest  in  its  early  dawn. 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  year  18G5  the  Club  was  or- 
ganized under  a  special  charter  granted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State,  and  adopted  a  new  code  of  By-Laws. 
The  early  return  of  peace  has  left  less  occasion  for  the 
action  of  the  Club  through  special  committees,  but  we 
have  to  record  much  activity  in  fields  not  fully  closed. 
Early  in  January  a  committee  was  appointed  to  provide 
for  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers  arriving  in  and  leaving 
the  city  by  railroad,  so  far  as  they  were  not  already 
cared  for  by  existing  organizations.  Messrs.  Thomas 
P.  Dale,  George  T.  Hayes,  Jackson  S.  Schultz,  Alfred 
Lawrence,  George  Bliss,  Jr.,  and  Frank  E.  Howe  were 
named  on  the  committee ;  rooms  were  provided  at  No. 
385  Fourth  Avenue,  near  the  New  Haven  Depot ;  an 
efficient  committee  of  ladies  organized  for  co-operation ; 
and  a  sum  of  upward  of  four  thousand  dollars  raised 
for  the  purpose.  The  subsequent  usefulness  of  the 
Soldiers'  Best  fully  justified  all  the  labor  bestowed  on 
its  organization. 

On  the  27th  of  the  same  month  a  committee  of  nine, 
consisting  of  the  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  B.  B.  Roose- 
velt, Henry  E.  Clark,  Isaac  Sherman,  Francis  B.  Cut- 
ting, William  Allen  Butler,  Elliot  C.  Cowdin,  Jackson 
S.  Schultz,  and  John  Jay,  were  appointed  to  proceed  to 
"Washington  and  urge  the  adoption  of  the  Constitutional 
Amendment  abolishing  slavery.  It  was  the  rare  good 
fortune  of  this  committee  to  be  present  in  the  Capitol 
when  the  amendment  was  passed. 

In  July,  Col.  Yin  cent  Colyer,  then  Superintendent  of 
the  New  York  Soldiers'  Dejiot,  called  the  attention 
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of  the  Club  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  suitable  re- 
ception for  the  Xew  York  regiments  returning  from 
the  war.  At  his  request  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Thomas  P.  Dale,  J.  C.  Carter,  Jackson  S. 
Schultz,  George  Bliss,  Jr.,  and  Edward  Cromwell,  was 
appointed  to  act  with  him.  Col.  Culver,  aided  by 
liberal  contributions  from  the  Club,  performed  the  duty 
he  had  undertaken  with  such  ability,  promptitude, 
and  thoroughness,  and  with  such  an  appreciation  of 
what  was  due  by  the  city  to  our  returning  veterans, 
that  a  special  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  by  the  Club  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  services.  In  a  letter  written 
by  Governor  Fenton  to  the  President  of  the  Club, 
shortly  after  these  receptions  had  terminated,  he  paid 
the  following  tribute  to  the  action  of  the  Club  on  this 
and  similar  occasions  : — 

"  I  was  not  aware  until  the  receipt  of  the  report  of  Col.  Col- 
yer,  that  your  organization  had  contributed  so  largely  to  the  aux- 
iliary fund  for  the  increased  comfort  and  welcome  of  the  ever- 
honored  soldiers  returning  from  the  war.  *  *  *  I  take 
this  early  occasion  to  thank  the  members  of  your  patriotic  organ- 
ization, on  behalf  of  the  State  and  of  the  soldiers,  whose  welfare 
they  have  so  largely  promoted.  It  is  a  source  of  grateful  feeling 
and  pride  that  the  wise  and  humane  provisions  of  the  State  have 
been  encouraged  and  advanced  by  your  body. 

"An  association  which  had  its  origin  in  the  patriotic  impulse 
stimulated  by  the  war,  and  the  necessity  of  systematized  effort, 
may  properly  receive  the  thanks  of  an  appreciative  people,  and 
be  proud  of  a  record  which  declares  it  faithful  in  the  beginning, 
hopeful,  watchful,  and  unwearied  during  the  period  of  greatest 
despondency  and  gloom,  and  devoted,  sympathizing,  and  humane 
to  the  brave  defenders  of  our  Union  in  the  end." 
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On  the  death  of  President  Lincoln,  it  was  deemed 
proper  that  a  delegation  from  the  Club  of  a  number 
suitable  to  the  gravity  of  the  occasion,  should  take  part 
in  his  funeral.  A  committee  of  thirteen  was  according- 
ly appointed,  consisting  of  the  President  and  ex-Presi- 
dent of  the  Club,  two  of  the  Yice-Presidents,  the  Sec- 
retary, members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the 
Committee  on  dominations,  and  of  the  Club  at  large, 
which  proceeded  to  Washington,  and,  in  connection 
with  the  Loyal  Leagues  of  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and 
elsewhere,  had  a  prominent  place  assigned  to  it  during 
the  ceremonies  at  the  White  House  and  in  the  proces- 
sion which  followed.  On  the  following  day  the  Com- 
mittee waited  on  President  Johnson,  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Departments,  and  the  Chief- Justice,  giving  assur- 
ances that  the  Club  on  that  momentous  occasion,  re- 
newed its  engagements  of  loyalty  and  service  toward 
the  Government  and  the  country.  In  reply  to  an  ad- 
dress made  him  by  Mr.  Jay,  on  behalf  of  the  Club, 
President  Johnson  took  occasion  to  express  the  great 
appreciation  he  had  of  the  character  and  past  services 
of  the  Club,  and  to  indicate  how  important  he  felt  it 
that  we  should  continue  to  stand  steadfast  to  the  prin- 
ciples we  had  early  espoused ;  deeming  the  settlement 
to  take  place  after  the  war,  no  less  momentous  than  the 
termination  of  actual  hostilities. 

During  the  past  year,  a  question  which  was  early 
presented  to  the  Club  for  a  solution,  and  was  becoming 
more  and  more  important  as  the  war  approached  its 
termination,  has  been  finally  settled ;  that  is  to  say — to 
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what  extent  the  Club  could  properly  take  action  on 
questions  not  strictly  national  in  their  character  nor 
immediately  connected  with  the  war,  but  of  recognized 
importance  to  the  community  in  which  we  live,  as  well 
as  indirectly  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  large. 
This  question  was  sure,  at  an  early  day,  to  involve  the 
whole  future  usefulness  of  the  Club  in  its  public 
capacity,  and  was  investigated  with  becoming  delibe- 
ration and  prudence.  It  was  considered  that  the  Club, 
in  its  spirit  and  inception,  was  intended  to  be  an  insti- 
tution solely  devoted  to  the  promotion  and  the  security 
of  the  public  welfare,  and  that  all  else  in  our  organiza- 
tion was  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  means,  and  not  as  an 
end;  that  we  had,  in  the  commencement,  turned  our 
energies  solely  to  the  rebellion,  as  to  a  disease  which 
tlu-eatened  the  very  existence  of  government  and  order 
in  the  nation  ;  that,  this  question  being  now  on  the  eve 
of  solution,  it  was  not  only  our  privilege,  but  our  duty 
to  seek  out  those  lesser  evils  which,  by  corrupting  the 
more  hidden  veins,  had  made  insurrection  possible  in 
the  great  body  of  our  national  life ;  that  our  articles  of 
association  were  to  be  interpreted  in  the  same  generous 
spirit  in  which  they  had  been  adopted,  as  authorizing 
whatever  we  were  sure  the  good  of  the  public  cause 
demanded  of  us,  and  forbidding  only  what  could  be 
detrimental  to  it.  It  is  believed  that  this  decision  was 
just,  and  that  the  future  history  of  the  Club  will  prove 
its  wisdom. 

Action  has  been  taken  in  several  instances  in  accord- 
ance with  these  views.    In  the  month  of  February, 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE.  15 

resolutions  were  adopted,  and  a  committee,  composed 
of  Messrs.  Sinclair  Tousey,  Theodore  Eoosevelt,  Elliot 
C.  Cowdin,  Stephen  Hyatt,  J.  M.  Cross,  Jackson  S. 
Schultz,  and  Isaac  H.  Bailey,  was  appointed  to  proceed 
to  Albany  and  urge  the  passage  of  the  proposed  act  for 
a  paid  fire  department  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
committee  performed  the  duty  intrusted  to  it  in  person 
and  by  correspondence  ;  and  in  viewing  the  admirable 
working  of  the  system  inaugurated  by  the  passage  of 
that  bill,  the  Club  has  every  reason  to  congratulate 
itself  on  its  efforts  to  promote  this  measure. 

In  a  similar  spirit,  in  the  month  of  October,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  support  the  nominations  of  the 
Syracuse  Convention,  and  to  aid  those  in  New  Jersey  of 
the  same  political  faith  in  endeavoring  to  carry  the  State 
in  favor  of  the  Constitutional  Amendment.  This  course 
was  taken  up  in  no  partisan  spirit,  all  mere  party  issues 
having  been,  with  great  propriety,  avoided  by  the  Club 
from  its  commencement ;  but  because  it  was  considered 
as  being  of  great  public  importance — and  so  recognized 
by  the  Government  of  the  nation — that  the  body  of  the 
people  should,  at  the  close,  ratify  and  confirm  its  own 
action  in  every  section  of  the  country,  thus  strengthen- 
ing the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  insuring  the 
earliest  possible  adoption  of  the  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment. The  result  of  the  autumn  elections  seems  to 
show  that  this  action  of  the  Club  was  well-timed  and 
judicious.  The  committee  was  composed  of  Messrs. 
John  C.  Green,  Otis  D.  Swan,  Elliot  C.  Cowdin, 
George  F.  Noyes,  and  Sinclair  Tousey. 
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A  committee  lias  also  been  appointed,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  John  Jay,  W.  M.  Evarts,  Charles  Butler,  B.  W, 
Bonney,  James  W.  Beekman,  S.  B.  Buggies,  and  Otis 
D.  Swan,  to  consider  what  action  should  be  taken  by 
the  Club  in  relation  to  the  approaching  convention  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New 
York.    This  committee  has  not  yet  reported. 

In  the  month  of  April,  on  the  occasion  of  the  passage 
of  the  remains  of  President  Lincoln  through  New  York, 
the  members  of  the  Club  were  invited  to  take  part  in 
the  procession.  In  doing  so,  they  felt  it  their  duty  to 
see  to  it  that  no  class  of  their  fellow-citizens  should  be 
excluded  from  the  same  privilege.  By  unceasing  ef- 
forts, both  of  committees  and  of  the  Club  itself, 
and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  War  Department 
at  Washington  and  of  the  police  authorities  in  New 
Y'ork,  they  were  enabled  to  insure  a  respectable  rep- 
resentation of  colored  citizens  in  the  procession,  and 
to  make  it  certain  that  no  such  question  would  be  raised 
on  any  future  occasion. 

In  June,  by  a  vote  of  a  large  meeting  of  the  Club,  in 
which  there  was  only  one  dissenting  voice,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Union  League  Club  of  the  City  of  New  York 
invokes  the  influence  of  the  National  authorities  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  system  of  suffrage  in  the  late  rebellious  States,  which 
shall  be  equal  and  just  to  all,  without  distinction  of  color. 

And  in  December  they  gave  earnest  of  their  practi- 
cal faith  in  the  doctrine  they  had  avowed  by  appointing 
a  committee  of  the  Club  to  co-operate  with  the  New 
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York  National  Freedmen's  Relief  Association,  in  raising 
funds  to  support  teachers  at  the  South,  believing  no 
means  more  effectual  toward  securing  equal  rights  to 
the  negroes  than  the  general  diffusion  of  education. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  for  this 
duty :  George  F.  Xoyes,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Lucius 
Tuckerman,  Charles  Collins,  George  Bliss,  Jr.,  Wil- 
liam C.  Bryant,  Jackson  S.  Schultz,  Peter  Cooper, 
Edward  F.  Davison,  and  George  Cabot  "Ward. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  John  Jay,  Charles 
Butler,  Charles  P.  Ilirkland,  James  TV.  Beekman,  and 
Peter  Cooper,  has  been  recently  appointed  to  memo- 
rialize Congress,  in  regard  to  preparing  a  medal  com- 
memorative of  the  war,  to  be  given  to  those  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  military  and  naval  service. 

The  following  name3  have  been  added  to  the  list  of 
honorary  members  during  the  year  : — 

Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States. 

Yice-Admiral  Farragut. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter. 

Commodore  John  Rogers. 

Reports  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  of  the 
action  of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Club. 

The  Library  Committee,  with  moderate  means  at 
its  command,  has  provided  for  all  the  current  wants  of 
the  Club,  as  expressed  by  the  members,  in  the  depart- 
ment of  periodical  literature.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  recommendation  made  by  it,  that  donations  should 
be  made  by  members  to  our  permanent  library  niay  be 
met  in  a  spirit  of  wise  liberality. 
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The  Art  Committee  has  added  very  materially  to  the 
attraction  of  the  house  during  the  year.  The  photo- 
graphic gallery  now  comprises  some  forty  portraits,  in- 
cluding, among  more  recent  additions,  those  of  the 
Presidents  of  the  Club,  Chief- Justice  Chase,  Dr.  Lieber, 
lion.  William  Cullen  Bryant,  Edward  Everett,  William 
Curtis  Xoyes,  Generals  Wadsworth  and  Mitchell, 
Messrs.  Cobden,  Bright,  and  others.  In  addition  to 
these,  several  valuable  oil-paintings  have  been  present- 
ed to  the  Club,  including  a  portrait  of  Hon.  W.  H. 
Seward,  by  Thomas  Ilicks,  presented  by  Mr.  Charles  S. 
Smith  ;  and  a  portrait  of  Mr.  John  Bright,  by  Fagnani, 
a  gift  of  Messrs.  W.  T.  Blodgett,  W.  H.  Fogg,  J.  S. 
Schultz,  TV.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  George  Griswold,  L.  P. 
Morton,  Lc  Grand  B.  Cannon,  and  Theodore  Roose- 
velt. The  committee  report  that  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  being  painted  for  the  Club  by  Huntington, 
and  that  portraits  of  Count  Gasparin  and  M.  Laboulaye 
are  also  in  preparation. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  Club  House  was 
draped  in  a  most  beautiful  manner,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Richard  M.  Hunt,  to  whom  a  special  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  by  -the  Club  for  his  services  on 
the  occasion. 

The  finances  of  the  Club  are  in  a  sound  condition. 
The  Treasurer,  after  having  invested  five  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  receipts  of  the  year  now  closing,  agreeably  to 
the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee,  will  carry 
over  a  balance  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  all  outstand- 
ing claims  against  the  Club.    For  the  details  of  all  mat- 
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ters  connected  with  his  department,  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  his  report. 

The  lease  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the  Club  runs 
for  two  years  from  the  1st  of  May  next,  at  an  annual 
rent  of  six  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  The  com- 
mittee have  taken  into  careful  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  building  or  purchasing  a  house  to  be  owned  and 
occupied  by  the  Club.  They  are  confirmed  in  the  opin- 
ion that  the  efficiency  of  the  Club  will  consist  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  past,  in  giving  continued  earnestness 
and  scope  to  its  advocacy  of  important  public  questions, 
and  in  promoting  necessary  reforms,  rather  than  in 
making  the  membership  pecuniarily  more  onerous  by 
increasing  the  expenditures.  They  therefore  recom- 
mend that  no  action  be  taken  at  the  present  time  (par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  unsettled  financial  condition  of 
the  country)  with  a  view  to  procuring  a  new  house, 
which  would  be  certain  to  entail  debt,  and  might  jeop- 
ardize the  independent  action  of  the  Club. 

In  addition  to  the  objects  already  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  Club,  the  committee  would  recommend 
the  following  for  its  future  consideration  : — 

Encouraging  greater  permanence  and  efficiency  in  the 
subordinate  positions  of  the  civil  service. 

Co-operation  in  all  proper  efforts  toward  a  greater 
purity  and  independence  of  the  Judiciary. 

Aiding  in  the  passage  of  an  efficient  health-bill  for 
the  city.  ' 

To  encourage  the  future  consideration  and  discussion 
of  these  and  kindred  subjects,  the  committee  recom- 
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mend  the  following  addition  to  the  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion : — 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Club  to  resist  and  expose 
corruption,  and  promote  reform  in  our  National,  State, 
and  Municipal  affairs ;  and  to  elevate  the  idea  of 
American  citizenship." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Geoege  Griswold,  Chairman. 
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To  the  Union  League  Club  : 

I  beg  leave,  in  obedience  to  the  By-Laws,  to  present 
a  statement  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Club  for  the 
past  year. 

The  whole  number  of  members  whose  names  appear 
in  my  books  for  that  period  is  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two.  Of  these,  six  hundred  and  eighty-three  con- 
tinued their  membership  from  the  previous  year,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  joined  the  Club  since  the 
last  annual  meeting. 

The  whole  amount  received  by  me  for  admission 
fees  has  been  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  for  annual  dues  twenty  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety  dollars. 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  from  all  sources,  and 
including  the  balance  carried  over  from  last  year,  is 
thirty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-six  dol- 
lars and  twenty-six  cents. 

The  payments  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Club 
have  been  twenty-five  thousand  and  ninety -seven  dol- 
lars and  sixty-six  cents. 
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Agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, I  have  invested  five  thousand  dollars  in  United 
States  five-twenty  coupon  bonds.  This  makes,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  similar  sum  invested  in  ten-forty  bonds  in 
1S64,  ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  applied  to  such  pur- 
poses as  the  Club  may  in  future  direct. 

After  making  this  investment  and  paying  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Club,  including  the  rent  to  the  first  day 
of  May  next,  there  remains  in  my  hands,  to  be  added  to 
the  funds  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  a  balance  of  three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and  thirty- 
five  cents. 

There  is  a  small  outstanding  indebtedness  of  the  Club 
for  accounts  not  yet  adjusted,  which  I  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  not  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  details  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  I  refer  to 
my  account  which  is  hereto  annexed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

William  J.  Hoppin,  Treasurer. 

New  York,  January  11,  1866. 
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The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  Wm.  J.  Hoppin,  Treasurer  of  the  Union 
League  Club,  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the 
accounts,  and  compared  the  charges  with  the  vouchers, 
and  find  the  account  in  all  respects  correct,  and  we  find 
the  balance  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Club  to  be,  on 
the  11th  day  of  January,  1866,  the  sum  of  83,142.35,  as 
stated  by  the  Treasurer.  The  Treasurer  also  exhibited 
to  us  United  States  10-40  coupon  bonds  for  $5,000,  and 
United  States  5-20  bonds  for  S5,000,  the  property  of 
the  Club. 

George  F.  Xotes, 
Charles  P.  Klrkland,  y  Committee 
Philip  Eetnolds, 
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AX  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  "THE  UNION  LEAGUE   CLUB " 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

PASSED  FEBRUARY  16TH,  1865. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  Cornelius  R.  Agnew,  Horatio  Allen,  James  W. 
Beekman,  Henry  W.  Bellows,  Francis  B.  Cutting,  John  A.  Dix, 
Wolcot  Gibbs,  John  C.  Green,  George  Griswold,  David  Hoad- 
ley,  Murray  Hoffman,  William  J.  Hoppin,  Charles  King,  Charles 
H.  Marshall,  Willard  Parker,  George  T.  Strong,  Jonathan 
Sturges,  Otis  D.  Swan,  Moses  Taylor,  and  such  other  persons  as 
now  are  members  of  an  association  in  the  city  of  New  York 
called  "The  Union  League  Club,"  and  such  persons  as  here- 
after shall  become  members  of  the  corporation  hereby  created, 
are  constituted  a  body  corporate  by  the  name  of  "The  Union 
League  Club,"  to  be  located  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  pro- 
mote, encourage,  and  sustain,  by  all  proper  means,  absolute  and 
unqualified  loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to 
discountenance  and  rebuke,  by  moral  and  social  influences,  all 
disloyalty  to  said  Government,  and  every  attempt  against  the 
integrity  of  the  nation ;  and  in  furtherance  of  these  objects,  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  Library  and  a  Gallery  of  Art  and 
Military  Trophies,  especially  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and 
illustration  of  the  patriotic  services  and  sacrifices  by  which  the 
existing  struggle  against  rebellion  has  been  characterized. 


26 


CHARTER. 


Sec.  2.  Said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  make  and  adopt 
a  constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  for  the  admission, 
suspension,  and  expulsion  of  its  members,. and  their  government, 
the  collection  of  fees  and  dues,  the  number  and  election  of  its 
officers,  and  to  define  their  duties,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
its  property,  and,  from  time  to  time,  to  alter,  modify,  or 
change,  such  constitution,  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations.  Until 
an  election  shall  be  held  pursuant  to  such  constitution,  by-laws, 
rules  and  regulations,  the  officers,  for  the  time  being,  of  the 
association  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  be 
the  officers  of  the  corporation  hereby  created. 

Sec.  3.  Said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold  and  lease 
any  real  or  personal  estate,  necessary  and  proper  for  the  pur- 
poses of  its  incorporation,  provided  they  shall  not  hold  any 
real  estate  the  value  of  which  shall  exceed  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  Said  corporation  shall  possess  the  general  powers 
and  be  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  liabilities  prescribed  in 
the  third  title  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


UNION  LEAGUE  CLUB, 


1 1ST  NEW  YORK. 


ARTICLES  OF  ASSOCIATION. 

1.  The  condition  of  membership  shall  be  absolute  and  un- 
qualified loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
unwavering  support  of  its  efforts  for  the  suppression  of  the  Re- 
bellion. 

2.  The  primary  object  of  the  Association  shall  be  to  discoun 
tenance  and  rebuke,  by  moral  and  social  influences,  all  disloy- 
alty to  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  that  end  the  members 
will  use  every  proper  means  in  public  and  private. 

3.  We  pledge  ourselves,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  collec- 
tively and  individually,  to  resist  to  the  uttermost  every  attempt 
against  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  nation. 
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OF  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  DUTIES. 

1.  The  Officers  of  the  Union  League  Club  shall  be  a 
President,  twelve  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer, 
three  Auditors,  and  the  members  of  the  following  Standing 
Committees :  Executive  Committee,  Committee  on  Admis- 
sions, Committee  on  Publications,  Committee  on  Arts  and 
Relics,  Committee  on  Library ;  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected 
by  the  members  of  the  Club,  at  the  annual  meetings,  and 
shall  serve  until  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected 
respectively. 

2.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President 
senior  in  order  of  election,  and  present,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Club.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  and 
all  the  Vice-Presidents,  a  presiding  officer  shall  be  chosen 
without  ballot  from  the  members  of  the  Club. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Club,  and  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Admissions  (of  which  Committees  he  shall  be,  ex 
officio,  a  member),  and  of  all  matters  of  which  a  record 
shall  be  deemed  advisable  by  the  Club  or  by  said  Commit- 
tees. The  records  of  the  Secretary,  except  those  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  on  Admissions,  shall,  at  all 
reasonable  times,  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  member 
of  the  Club.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  notify 
members  of  their  election,  to  keep  a  roll  of  the  members 
of  the  Club,  to  issue  notices  for  all  meetings  of  the  Club, 


30 


BY-LAWS. 


and  to  conduct  the  correspondence.  He  shall  also  be  the 
keeper  of  the  seal  of  the  Club. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect,  and,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  disburse  the  funds.  He  shall 
keep  the  accounts  of  the  Club  in  books  belonging  to  it, 
which  shall  be  at  all  times  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Executive  Committee ;  he  shall  report  at  every  annual 
meeting,  and  oftener,  if  required,  on  the  state  of  the  funds. 
He  shall  be,  ex  officio,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee and  Committee  on  Admissions. 

5.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  respectively  have 
power,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to 
employ,  at  the  expense  of  the  Club,  such  clerical  aid  as  may 
be  necessary  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

6.  The  general  affairs  of  the  Club  shall  be  managed  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  fifteen  members. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall,  subject  in  all  respects 
(except  as  to  expenditures)  to  such,  instructions  and  limita- 
tions as  may  be,  from  time  to  time,  prescribed  by  the  Club, 
exercise  a  general  superintendence  over  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  Club;  shall  control  and  manage  its  property,  and 
enforce  the  preservation  of  order  and  obedience  to  its  rules. 
It  shall  make  all  necessary  purchases  and  contracts,  but 
shall  have  no  power  to  make  the  Club  liable  for  any  debt 
or  debts  to  an  amount  exceeding  one  half  that  which,  at 
the  time  of  contracting  the  same,  shall  be  in  the  Treasurer's 
hands  in  cash,  and  not  subject  to  prior  liabilities.  It  shall 
also  have  power  to  solicit  subscriptions  of  money  from  loyal 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  objects 
of  the  Club.  At  every  annual  meeting  it  shall  report  its 
proceedings,  and  may,  at  any  time,  recommend  such  meas- 
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arcs  as  it  may  deem  advisable.  The  Club  may,  however,  at 
any  time,  appoint  Special  Committees  for  any  purpose,  and 
not  more  than  one  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  a  member  of  any  single  Special  Committee. 

7.  The  Executive  Committee,  of  which  eight  shall  be  a 
quorum,  shall  meet,  at  least,  once  in  every  month  for  the 
transaction  of  business.  Vacancies  may  be  filled  by  the 
Committee  for  the  residue  of  the  term. 

8.  The  Committee  on  Admissions  shall  consist  of  seven 
members.  Vacancies  may  be  filled  by  the  Committee  for 
the  residue  o?  the  term.  The  names  and  residences  of  all 
persons  proposed  for  admission,  with  the  name  and  signa- 
ture of  the  member  proposing  them,  and  date  of  posting, 
shall  be  first  posted,  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  Club, 
House,  at  least  fifteen  days.  They  shall  then  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Admissions,  the  proceedings  of  which 
Committee  thereon  shall  be  secret  and  confidential,  and  no 
member  of  such  Committee  shall  be  questioned  as  to  the 
action  of  the  Committee.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  make  careful  examination,  and  to  consider  all 
communications  in  reference  to  each  individual  proposed; 
they  shall  pass  upon  each  name  separately.  The  Committee 
shall  fix  its  own  place  and  time  of  meeting.  At  every 
monthly  meeting  the  Committee  shall  report  the  names  of 
such  persons  proposed  as  they  recommend  for  admission, 
and  the  Club  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  vote,  by  ballot, 
upon  the  names  so  recommended.  Negative  votes  to  the 
number  of  one-quarter  of  those  cast  shall  exclude  any 
person. 

9.  No  person  shall  be  proposed  or  admitted  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Club  who  is  not  at  the  time  a  citizen  of  the 
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United  States,  having  the  right  to  vote,  and  who  does  not 
answer  to  the  requirements  of  the  original  Articles  of  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Club,  which  arc  as  follows: 

"The  condition  of  membership  shall  be  absolute  and  un- 
qualified loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  unwavering  support  of  its  efforts  for  the  suppression  of 
the  Rebellion." 

And  every  person  elected  a  member  shall  pledge  himself 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  carry  out  the  primary  objects  of 
the  Club,  which  are  to  discountenance  and  rebuke,  by 
moral  and  socinl  influences,  and  by  all  proper  means,  both 
in  public  and  in  private,  all  disloyalty  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  resist  to  the  uttermost  every  attempt 
against  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  nation. 

10.  No  candidate  who  shall  have  failed  to  be  elected 
shall  be  again  proposed  for  six  months. 

If  any  person  elected  shall  not  within  three  months  after 
notice  of  his  election,  left  at  or  sent  to  his  address,  as  speci- 
fied by  the  member  proposing  him,  signify  his  acceptance, 
sign  the  roll  annexed  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  and  pay 
his  admission  fee  and  annual  dues,  he  shall  be  deemed  to 
h  ive  declined  to  become  a  member. 

11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tions to  publish  such  papers  as  shall  tend  to  awaken,  ex- 
tend, and  perpetuate  the  vital  faith  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Republic,  namely,  that  National  Union  is  necessary  to  the 
American  people  for  the  preservation  of  liberty,  mainte- 
nance of  law,  security  against  civil  discord,  protection  from 
foreign  aggression,  continuance  of  social  and  commercial 
prosperity,  and  transmission  of  national  glory;  and  to 
impress  on  the  intelligent  and  educated  classes  the  duty  of 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Such 
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Committee  shall  consist  of  seven  members,  and  have  power 
to  fill  vacancies.  There  shall  be  a  special  publication  fund 
distinct  from  the  general  fund  of  the  Club,  which  shall  be 
disbursed  by  the  Treasurer  only  on  the  order  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

12.  The  Library  Committee  shall  consist  of  seven  mem- 
bers, and  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  Library  and 
Reading  Room,  with  authority  to  expend  such  sums  of 
money  upon  the  same  as  may  be  voted  therefor  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  or  procured  by  voluntary  subscription. 
It  shall  have  Dower  to  fill  vacancies  for  the  residue  of  the 
term. 

13.  The  Committee  on  Arts  and  Relics  shall  consist  of 
seven  members,  and  shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  expend  such  sums  as 
shall  be  appropriated  by  the  Executive  Committee,  or  ob- 
tained by  voluntary  subscription,  for  procuring  works  of 
art  and  relics,  and  to  make  all  proper  efforts  to  enlarge  and 
display  the  collection. 

14.  The  duty  of  the  Auditors  shall  be  to  audit  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  to  present  their  report 
thereof  at  each  annual  meeting.  They  shall  have  power  to 
fill  vacancies  in  their  number,  and  two  of  them  shall  be  a 
quorum. 

15.  Any  officer  may  be  removed  for  cause  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Club  upon  two  weeks'  notice,  and  any  vacancy  in 
any  office  may  be  filled  for  the  residue  of  the  term  by  the 
Club,  at  any  meeting  thereof,  except  as  herein  otherwise 
provided. 

OF  MEETINGS. 

16.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Club  shall  be  held  on  the 
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second  Thursday  in  January,  at  8  o'clock,  p.  m.,  for  the 
election  of  officers,  and  the  transaction  of  such  other  busi- 
ness as  may  come  before  it.  Fifty  mombers  shall  be  a 
quorum  at  all  meetings  of  the  Club. 

1 7.  There  shall  be  a  monthly  meeting,  for  the  election  of 
members,  and  the  transaction  of  business,  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  every  month,  at  8  p.  M. 

18.  Special  meetings  of  the  Club  may  be  called  at  any 
time  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  shall  be  called  by 
the  Secretary  whenever  the  President  or  any  Vice  President 
shall  be  requested  to  call  one  by  the  written  request  of 
twenty-five  members,  setting  forth  the  purpose  of  such 
meeting.  At  any  such  special  meeting  no  business,  other 
than  that  specified  in  the  call,  shall  be  considered,  except 
by  unanimous  consent.  Such  special  meetings  shall  be 
called  by  notice  in  one  or  more  newspapers. 

19.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Club,  the  order  of  business, 
so  far  as  the  character  and  nature  of  the  meeting  may 
admit,  shall  be  as  follows  : 

1.  Reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

3.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

4.  Election  of  new  members. 

5.  General  business. 

But  this  order  of  business  may  be  changed  by  a  majority 
of  the  meeting. 

20.  No  stranger  shall  be  present  at  any  meeting  of  the 
Club,  except  he  shall  be  specially  invited  by  the  sub-com- 
mittee of  the  Executive  Committee,  known  as  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invitations. 
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21.  All  elections,  except  as  otherwise  provided,  shall  be 
by  ballot,  and  a  majority  of  votes  cast  shall  be  sufficient, 
except  for  the  election  of  new  members. 

22.  Proxies  shall  not  be  permitted. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

23.  No  member  shall  receive  any  salary,  emolument,  or 
profit  from  the  funds  of  the  Club. 

24.  No  member  shall  give  any  money  or  gratuity  to  a 
servant  of  the  Club. 

25.  All  resignations  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the 
Executive  Committee ;  but  if  made  after  the  second  Thurs- 
day of  January,  such  resignation  shall  not  discharge  the 
member  presenting  it  from  his  dues  for  the  current  year. 
All  interest  in  the  property  of  the  Club,  of  members 
resigning,  or  otherwise  ceasing  to  be  members,  shall  be 
vested  in  the  Club. 

26.  If  the  conduct  of  a  member  shall  appear  to  the 
Executive  Committee  to  be  disorderly,  or  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  Club,  or  contrary  to  its  Charter  or  By- 
Laws  ;  or  if  by  his  acts  or  conversation  he  shall  seem  to 
the  Committee  to  manifest  a  spirit  of  disloyalty  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  the  Committee  shall  inform 
him  thereof  in  writing,  and  if  the  nature  of  the  offence  in 
its  opinion  require  it,  request  him  to  resign. 

27.  Should  such  information  or  request  be  disregarded, 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  refer  the  matter  to  the  next 
stated  meeting  of  the  Club,  or  to  a  special  meeting  thereof ; 
of  which  reference  not  less  than  two  weeks  written  notice 
shall  be  given  to  the  offending  member. 
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28.  At  such  meeting  the  nature  of  the  offence  shall  be 
considered,  and  the  member  complained  of  maybe  censured 
or  expelled  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 
A  motion  involving  censure  or  expulsion  shall  be  decided 
by  ballot. 

29.  The  admission  fee  of  members  shall  be  fifty  dollars. 
The  annual  dues  of  members  hereafter  accruing  shall  be 
thirty  dollars,  payable  in  advance,  on  the  second  Thursday 
of  January,  at  which  time  the  fiscal  year  shall  commence. 
If  not  paid  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  the  name  of  the 
defaulter  shall  be  posted  by  the  Treasurer  in  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  Club-House ;  and  should  he  neglect  payment, 
without  good  cause,  until  the  first  day  of  April,  he  shall 
ipso  facto  cease  to  be  a  member.  Provided,  that  upon  his 
written  application,  and  the  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  date 
thereof,  the  Executive  Committee  may,  upon  such  terms  as 
it  may  deem  proper,  remit  the  penalty  of  this  By-Law ;  of 
all  which  the  Secretary  shall  make  a  minute.  And  pro- 
vided, further,  that  the  penalty  of  this  By-Law  shall  not 
apply  to  the  case  of  a  resident  member  who  may  be  ill  or 
absent  from  the  city  of  New  York. 

30.  Any  member  who  has  paid  an  admission  fee  and  the 
annual  dues  for  one  year,  and  who  is  absent  from  the  City 
of  New  York  for  a  continuous  period  of  a  year,  shall  be 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  the  annual  dues  for  the 
period  of  his  absence,  if  he  shall  give  previous  written 
notice  to  the  Treasurer  of  his  intention  so  to  be  absent. 

31.  Persons  who  are  citizens  of,  and  residing  at  any 
place  fifty  miles  from  New  York  City,  and  also  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  wherever  resid- 
ing, otherwise  being  eligible,  may,  with  the  concurrence  of 
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the  Committee  on  Admissions,  be  admitted  by  the  Club, 
upon  payment  of  half  the  rates  hereinbefore  mentioned : 
provided  that,  when  elected,  it  shall  be  announced  to  the 
Club  to  which  class  the  applicants  belong,  and  that  when 
any  person  so  elected  ceases  to  belong  to  said  class  he  shall 
thereafter  be  liable  to  pay  the  full  annual  dues. 

32.  Persons  who  shall  be  elected  members  of  the  Club 
after  six  months  of  any  fiscal  year  shall  have  expired,  shall 
pay  only  half  the  amount  of  dues  for  that  fiscal  year  other- 
wise required. 

33.  The  Club  may  at  any  regular  meeting  elect  non- 
residents as  honorary  members,  who  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  Executive  Committee.  Such  honorary  members  shall 
have  all  the  privileges  of  the  Club  except  voting  at  meet- 
ings, and  being  eligible  for  ofiice. 

OF  STRANGERS. 

34.  A  member  may  personally  introduce  non-residents 
to  the  rooms  of  the  Club  for  a  fortnight,  their  names,  and 
that  of  the  member  introducing  them,  and  the  date  of  such 
introduction,  haviug  been  first  entered  iu  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose. 

35.  The  Executive  Committee  may  give  a  written  invi- 
tation to  any  stranger,  which  shall  entitle  him  to  visit  the 
Club-House  for  one  month,  or  such  longer  period  as  the 
Committee  may  deem  proper. 

36.  Residents  of  the  city  of  Xew  York,  not  being  mem- 
bers, shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  rooms  of  the  Club  more 
than  once. 

37.  No  person,  except  a  non-resident  foreigner,  shall  be 
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admitted  into  the  Club-House,  who  does  not  give  his 
unwavering  support  to  the  Government;  and  if  any  person 
disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  know- 
ingly introduced  to  the  Club-IIouse  by  a  member  of  the 
Club,  such  member  shall  be  expelled  for  the  offence. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

38.  No  person  shall  take  from  the  Club-House  a  news- 
paper, pamphlet,  book,  or  other  article  the  property  of  the 
Club,  nor  mutilate,  deface,  or  destroy  the  same. 

39.  Books,  pamphlets,  or  newspapers,  shall  not  be 
removed  from  the  reading  and  drawing  rooms. 

40.  Any  motion  or  resolution  offered  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Club  shall,  at  the  request  of  any  member,  be 
reduced  to  writing  before  it  is  acted  upon. 

41.  The  Club  shall  have  a  seal,  badge  and  standard, 
which  shall  be  devised  by  the  Executive  Committee  and 
approved  by  the  Club. 

42.  A  By-Law  of  the  Club  may  be  amended,  or  a  new 
By-JLaw  made,  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Club,  the 
proposer  having  posted  upon  the  notice-board  the  words  of 
the  proposed  alteration  or  addition  for,  at  least,  thirty  days 
immediately  preceding  said  meeting,  when,  if  two-thirds  of 
those  present  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposed  alteration 
or  amendmeut,  the  same  shall  be  adopted. 

43.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to 
make  such  other  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Charter  or  these  By-Laws,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  property  of  the  Club,  and  the  preservation  of 
good  order. 
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NEW  YORK. 

1864. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CLUB  IN  REFER- 
ENCE TO  EMIGRATION. 


At  a  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Union  League  Club,  of  New 
York,  held  at  the  Club-House  on  Thursday,  the  14th  day  of  April, 
1864,  the  President  in  the  Chair,  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tion, offered  by  Mr.  George  Cabot  Ward,  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas^  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  increasing  emigration 
from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  naturally  induced  by  the  law  of  sup- 
ply and  demand,  may  be  facilitated  and  rendered  more  beneficial  to 
all  parties  by  the  diffusion  of  correct  information,  and  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  agencies  through  which  the  various  classes  of  employers 
in  America  may  obtain  the  particular  operatives  they  require,  with  a 
proper  guarantee  of  their  ability  and  moral  character ;  therefore, 

Besolced,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  consider  care- 
fully this  subject  in  its  various  phases,  and  report  their  views  thereon 
to  this  club  at  the  next  general  meeting. 

The  Chair  appointed,  as  such  committee,  Messrs.  George  Cabot 
Ward,  John  Jay,  W,  H.  Osborn,  Horatio  Allen,  W.  E.  Dodge, 
J.  G.  Holbrook,  and  Sherman  J.  Bacon. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Club,  held  on  Thursday,  the  12th 
of  May,  1864,  Mr.  Jay,  on  behalf  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Emi- 
gration, presented  and  read  a  Report,  whereupon  Mr.  Dodge  offered 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Emigration  be 
printed,  under  their  direction,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  that 
the  Committee  be  continued,  and  requested  to  advise  the  Club  of  any 
further  suggestions  on  the  subject  which  they  may  deem  important. 

Upon  motion,  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Committee 
was  directed  to  print  2,500  copies  of  said  report. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Pre- 
amble and  Kesolution  on  the  subject  of  Emigration,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  report, 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  careful  reflection, 
and  have  advised  thereon  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  I 
with  Members  of  Congress,  and  with  practical  men  Avho  I 
have  been  largely  interested  in  promoting  emigration  for 
the  purposes  of  their  own  business,  and  for  the  sale  and 
settlement  of  Western  lands. 

The  subject  of  emigration,  which  from  the  birth  of  our 
Republic  has  always  been  one  of  interest  and  importance, 
has  become,  in  consequence  of  the  Rebellion,  a  National 
question  of  vast  magnitude,  and  has  engaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Government. 

ACTION  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

The  President,  in  his  last  Annual  Message,  submitted 
to  Congress  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  system  for 
the  encouragement  of  emigration ;  referring  to  the  great 
deficiency  of  labour  in  every  field  of  industry,  especially 
in  agriculture  and  in  our  mines ;  to  the  fact  that  tens  of 
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1  thousands  of  persons,  destitute  of  means,  are  thronging  our 

I  Foreign  Consulates,  anxious  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
1  States  if  essential  but  very  cheap  assistance  could  be 
afforded  them;  and  remarking  that,  under  the  sharp  dis- 

|  Spline  of  civil  war,  the  Nation  is  beginning  a  new  life,  and 
:hat  this  noble  effort  demands  and  should  receive  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government. 

In  the  House,  this  part  of  the  President's  Message 
was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  who,  through  its 
Chairman,  the  Hon.  G.  B.  AVashburne,  has  made  a  Report, 
accompanied  by  a  suggestive  and  valuable  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  by  another  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Edmonds, 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  and  by  a  Bill  to  encour- 
age emigration. 

In  the  Senate,  the  subject  of  establishing  a  Bureau  of 
Emigration,  and  the  enactment  of  suitable  laws  for  the 
encouragement  and  protection  of  emigrants,  has  been  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  wrho, 

:  through  Mr.  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  made  an  elaborate  and 
very  interesting  Report,  also  accompanied  by  a  Bill  to 
Encourage  Emigration. 

The  thoroughness  of  the  examination  thus  given  to  the 
subject  in  the  State  Department,  and  in  both  branches  of 
Congress,  and  the  careful  collation  of  statistics  bearing 
upon  the  question,  entitles  the  conclusion  reached  by  the 
Committees  to  great  respect. 
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INCREASE  OF  EMIGRATION  AND  INDUCEMENTS  THERETO. 

The  largest  emigration  in  any  one  year  to  the  Unitedl 
States  was  in  1854,  when  it  amounted  to  427,000.  In 
1860  it  was  153,000.  In  1861  there  was  a  marked  de- 
cline. The  arrivals  for  1862  showed  an  advance  of  20  pen 
cent.,  and  those  of  1863  were  within  an  hundred  of  those 
of  1860. 

The  arrivals  thus  far  in  1861  show  a  larger  increase,! 
and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Consul  Dudley  at  Liverpool,  dated 
the  22d  of  April,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  states  that  the 
emigration  to  the  United  States  from  that  port  is  unprece- 
dented, and  that  there  are  not  at  the  present  time  half] 
ships  enough  to  carry  the  emigrants  waiting  for  a  passage ; 
that  he  learned  from  two  houses  that  all  their  passages 
were  engaged  to  the  1st  of  June:  and  one  firm  stated  that 
they  could  send  to  the  States,  within  two  months,  50,000 
persons,  if  they  had  the  ships  to  carry  them. 

This  anxiety  on  the  part  of  English  subjects  to  link 
their  destiny  with  that  of  our  Republic,  is  a  significant 
response  to  the  loud-mouthed  assurances  of  British  orators 
and  organs  of  slavery  and  secession,  that  "  the  bubble  of 
democracy  has  burst,"  and  that  our  citizens  are  being 
ground  to  the  dust  by  the  iron  heel  of  a  military  despotism. 

Similar  letters,  as  your  Committee  were  advised  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  are  constantly  being  received  from  the 
continental  consulates. 
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jtl     Mr.  "Washburne's  Report,  referring  to  the  vaeuuin  tare* 

I  Bated  in  our  labour  market  by  the  war,  estimates  the  number 
5)f  labouring  men  who  have  left  their  employments  and 
\gone  into  the  field  in  the  defence  of  the  Republic,  at 

1  ^nearly  a  million  and  a  quarter;  and  to  these  must  be 
:bdded,  in  estimating,  what  will  presently  be  the  wants  of 
ihe  whole  country,  sonic  six  or  eight  hundred  thousand  men 
1  put  into  the  field  on  the  part  of  the  Rebels  ;  so  that  the 
^entire  loss  from  the  Rebellion  to  our  National  industry 
(may  be  estimated  at  from  a  million  and  a  half  to  two  mil- 
lions of  men.  The  dearth  of  labour  thus  created  is  severely 
*felt,  not  only  in  our  agriculture  and  our  thousands  of  man- 
ufactories, but  in  the  coal  and  iron  mines  of  Pennsylvania, 
athe  coal  mines  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  ;  in  the  Lead 
mines  of  Galena,  and  the  Gold  and  Silver  mines  of  Cali- 
fornia, Nevada,  Idaho  and  Colorado ;  while  the  demand 
gfor  labourers  on  our  Railroads  alone  wrould  absorb,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Washburne,  the  entire  emigration  of  1863. 

■  The  general  inducements  to  emigration,  such  as  the 
^iigh  price  of  labour  and  the  low  price  of  food  compared 
jwith  other  countries,  our  land  policy,  which  gives  to  every 
naturalized  citizen  a  homestead  of  1G0  acres,  the  political 
^rights  which  we  confer  so  lavishly,  our  free  school  system, 
I  which  confers  education  upon  all,  and  gives  dignity  and 
flower  to  the  poorest  citizen,  these  blessings  and  advantages, 

^  ^combined  with  the  prestige  of  our  Republic,  so  immensely 
to  be  increased  when  this  Rebellion  shall  be  suppressed, 
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its  cause  removed,  and  harmony  restored,  are  now  turning 
towards  our  shores  many  thousands  for  whom  no  ships  are 
ready,  and  render  it  unnecessary,  in  the  opinion  of  states- 
men at  "Washington,  to  devise  new  inducements  to  em- 
igration, when  the  throng  of  waiting  emigrants  exceeds 
so  largely  the  ability  to  bring  them. 

And  yet,  in  view  of  the  future  of  America,  its  capa- 
bilities for  supporting  a  population,  and  of  the  amount 
added  by  each  emigrant  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  the 
subject  is  one  deserving  of  the  most  careful  study.* 

*  The  preliminary  report  of  Mr.  Jos.  C.  G.  Kennedy  to  the  Census  of 
1860  contains  some  interesting  tables,  showing  the  statistics  of  our  foreign 
emigration  from  1820,  and  approximate  estimates  of  an  earlier  period.  The 
total  number  of  emigrants  to  American  ports  since  1820  is  about  five  mil- 
lions and  a  half.  Mr.  Kennedy  assumes  the  emigration  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  to  the  United  States,  since  the  close  of  the  war  in  1814,  to  have 


been   3,500,000 

By  the  Custom-house  returns  the  emigration,  since  1820, 

from  Germany,  was   1,486,000 

From  France   208,000 

f*    British  America   11*7,000 

"    Prussia  ,   . .  60,000 

"    Switzerland   37,000 

"    Norway  and  Sweden   36,000 

"    China   41,000 

"    West  Indies   40,000 

"    Holland   21,000 

"    Italy   11,000 

"    Spain    16,000 

<fcc.  <fec,  &c. 


A  table  of  the  occupation  of  emigrants  since  1820  shows  that  the  occu- 
pations of  about  3,000,000,  out  of  a  total  of  5,450,000  emigrants,  was  not 
stated.    Of  those  whose  occupation  was  stated,  there  were 
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THE  AREA,  POPULATION,  AND  CAPABILITIES  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

The  Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker,  in  a  recent  letter  upon 
American  Finances  and  Resources,  remarks  that,  "  if  as  well 
cultivated  as  England,  our  country  could  more  than  feed 
and  clothe  the  whole  world  ;  that  if  as  densely  settled  as 
England,  our  population  would  be  more  than  1200  mil- 
lions, and  if  as  densely  settled  as  Massachusetts,  among 
the  least  fertile  of  our  States,  we  would  number  513  mil- 
lions." 

Our  area  exceeds  that  of  Europe,  and  we  have  greater 
extent  of  mines,  especially  of  coal,  iron,  gold,  sdver  and 
quicksilver — our  coal  alone,  as  stated  by  Sir  William 
Armstrong,  being  thirty-two  times  as  great  as  that  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  and  our  iron  will  bear  a  similar  propor- 
tion. 


Labourers   872,000 

Mechanics   407,000 

Farmers   704,000 

Merchants   231,000 

Weavers  and  Spinners   11,000 

Mariners   29,000 

Miners   39,000 

Servants   21,000 

Tliysicians   2,200 

Clergymen   1,420 

Lawyers   1,140 

Engineers   825 


<fcc,  <fec,  Ac. 

The  females  are  less  than  the  males,  in  the  proportion  of  two  to  three, 
and  almost  precisely  one  half  of  the  emigrants  are  between  fifteen  and  thirty 
years  of  age. 
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Our  coast  and  shore  line,  according  to  Professor  BacheJ 
is,  in  all,  122,784  miles,  of  which  one-half  is  navigable  by] 
steam,  employing  an  interior  Steam  Tonnage  exceeding! 
all  the  internal  Steam  Tonnage  of  the  rest  of  the  world  J 
All  Europe  combined  can  never  have  such  facilities  foil 
cheap  water  communication  as  belong  to  the  United! 
States,  and  this,  which  is  a  mighty  element  in  estimating 
the  power  and  progress  of  a  nation,  shows  also,  accord-l 
ing  to  Professor  Bache,  why  so  small  a  portion  of  ouij 
land  requires  irrigation,  and  why  we  have  no  general  fail  J 
ures  of  crops,  and  so  few  partial  failures  of  any  crop.* 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public] 
Lands  for  1860,  the  public  lands  embrace  an  area  of  two 
million  and  a  quarter  square  miles,  or  more  than  two-l 
thirds  of  our  territorial  extent.  Of  the  part  surveyed,  a] 
thousand  millions  of  acres,  or  1,600,000  square  miles, 
exceeding  half  the  area  of  the  whole  Union,  is  yet  undisJ 
posed  of,  and  this  area  of  our  public  domain  waiting  foij 
settlement  is  "  thirty-two  times  as  large  as  England 
proper" — a  fact  which,  even  assuming  but  half  of  this] 

*  Lieut.  Maury  remarked,  when  iu  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  before  he  had  forfeited  his  integrity  by  his  treachery  to  the  Flag : 
"  The  area  of  all  the  valleys  which  are  drained  by  the  rivers  of  Europe 
which  empty  into  the  Atlantic,  all  the  valleys  that  are  drained  by  the  rivers 
of  Asia  which  empty  into  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  of  all  the  valleys  that  are 
drained  by  the  rivers  of  Africa  and  Europe  which  empty  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, does  not  cover  an  extent  of  territory  as  great  a3  that  included  in 
the  valleys  drained  by  the  American  rivers  alone  which  discharge  themselves 
into  one  central  sea" — the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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area  to  be  fit  for  culture,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remem- 
ber when  we  are  reminded  of  the  fact  that  our  Na- 
tional debt  incurred  in  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Re- 
public, and  to  be  paid  for  by  the  generations  that  are  to 

( inhabit  this  broad  land,  is  about  one  half  as  large  as  the 

,  debt  of  England.* 

The  rate  at  which  our  population  has  increased  from 

1 1700  to  1860,  is  34.6,  nearly  35  per  cent.,  and  this  rate 
has  been  singularly  uniform,  never  varying,  in  a  single 
decade,  more  than  four  per  cent.  If  we  shall  continue 
to  increase  at  the  same  rate,  we  shall  attain  the  density  of 
population  which  exists  in  Europe,  in  the  year  1025,  sixty- 
one  years  from  to-day  ;  and  as  we  now  count  some  eighty- 
eight  years  since  our  National  birth  in  1776,  it  requires 
no  stretch  of  imagination  to  look  forward  less  than  three- 
fourths  of  that  period.  If  our  ratio  continues  uniform, 
we  shall  number,  in  1025,  217  millions. 


*  The  Edinburgh  Review  for  April,  1864,  in  an  article  on  "  British  North 
America,"  remarks : 

"  Perhaps  we  shall  somewhat  surprise  our  readers  if  we  inform  them 
that  one  third  of  the  United  States  is  wholly  unfitted  for  occupation  by 
man." 

The  Rocky  Mountain  System,  as  stated  by  Prof.  Henry,  occupies  one 
third  of  the  entire  breadth  of  the  United  States,  and  is,  in  great  part,  unfit 
for  cultivation ;  but,  excluding  from  consideration  this  one  third  of  the 
total  area  of  the  United  States  (2,936,166  square  miles),  there  remains 
1,980,778  square  miles  fit  for  cultivation — which,  as  compared  with  the  total 
area  of  Great  Britain  (121,912  square  miles),  is  more  than  sixteen  to  one. 
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EMIGRATION  AS  AN  ECONOMICAL  QUESTION. 

The  question  of  emigration,  therefore,  in  reference  to 
the  future,  is  one  to  which  the  statesmen  and  political 
economists  of  our  country  can  hardly  attach  too  great  im- 
portance. Nor  is  the  question  that  looms  up  with  such 
immensity  in  the  next  century,  without  immediate  impor- 
tance in  its  bearing  on  our  national  revenue  of  to-day. 

The  Reports  by  the  Emigrant  Commissioners  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  of  the  average  amount  of  capital 
brought  into  the  country  by  European  emigrants,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  personal  effects,  assisted  to  account  for  the 
almost  startling  rapidity  in  the  increase  of  the  personal 
property  of  the  nation,  as  exhibited  by  successive  censuses. 

But  apart  from  the  gold  and  silver  brought  in  the 
pockets  of  the  emigrants,  especially  of  those  from  Germany 
and  Northern  Europe,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  every 
man  contributes,  by  his  productive  labour,  to  the  National 
wealth,  and  that  each  individual,  under  our  present  sys- 
tem of  taxes,  contributes  directly  to  the  National  Treasury 
a  per  centage  on  a  part  of  the  food  that  he  eats,  the  tea, 
coffee  and  whisky  that  he  drinks,  the  tobacco  that  he  uses, 
and  the  clothes  that  he  wears. 

What  may  be  a  correct  estimate  of  these  two  items, 
the  pecuniary  value  of  the  labour  of  the  emigrant  to  the 
State,  and  his  average  contribution  in  direct  taxes,  is  a 
question  of  no  small  interest.  But  adopting  the  very  low 
estimate  that  each  man  on  an  average  adds  $100  a  year  to 
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the  National  wealth,  and  $10  a  year  to  the  National 
Treasury,  it  becomes  clear  that  the  National  Government, 
looking  upon  the  matter  simply  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  could  make  no  better  nor  surer  investment,  than  in 
importing  emigrants  at  the  National  cost,  whose  labour 
would  directly  or  indirectly  restore  the  advance  fourfold. 

PROVISIONS  OF  MR.  WASHBURNE'S  BILL 

Such  a  step,  however,  at  this  moment,  whatever  its 
advantages,  would  he  regarded  with  jealousy  by  the 
European  Powers,  and  might  lead  to  international  com- 
plications;'* and  the  Hill  reported  by  Mr.  AVashburne, 

*  So  far  as  agricultural  emigrants  are  concerned,  and  in  reference  to  the 
food  question,  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  their  political  economists  have 
already  discovered,  are  even  more  interested  than  ourselves  in  the  growth 
of  our  rural  population.  The  fact  can  no  longer  be  ignored  that,  in  Western 
Europe,  consumption  has  long  since  overtaken  and  is  now  fast  gaining  on 
production,  and  that  their  people  must  henceforth  look  to  the  United  States 
for  bread,  to  prevent  such  catastrophes  as  the  Irish  famine  of  1847,  when 
half  a  million  are  said  to  have  died  of  starvation.  On  this  subject,  a  remark 
of  that  high  authority,  Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill,  in  Ids  "  Political  Economy,"  is 
eminently  suggestive : 

"  The  principal  fund  at  present  available  for  supplying  the  country 
with  a  yearly  importation  of  food  is  that  portion  of  the  annual  savings 
of  America  which  has  hitherto  been  applied  to  increasing  the  manufacturing 
establishments  of  the  United  States,  and  which  may  now,  possibly,  be  di- 
verted from  that  purpose  to  growing  food  for  our  market.  This  limited 
source  of  supply,  unless  great  improvements  are  made  in  agriculture,  can- 
not keep  pace  with  the  growing  demands  of  so  rapidly  increasing  a  popula- 
tion as  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  our  population  and  capital  continue  to 
increase  with  their  present  rapidity,  the  only  mode  in  which  food  can  con- 
tinue to  be  supplied  cheaply  to  the  one  is  by  sending  the  other  abroad  to 
produce  it."— (London,  184S,  2d  edit.,  2d  vol.,  pp.  297,  8.) 

These  words,  written  some  sixteen  years  ago,  apart  from  their  imme- 
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which  is  modeled  upon  one  prepared  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment, cautiously  avoids  all  effort  at  assisting  the  foreign 
emigrant  until  after  his  arrival  on  our  shores.  Its  features 
are  briefly  these : 

1.  It  appoints  a  Commissioner  of  Emigration  in  the 
State  Department,  to  serve  for  four  years,  with  a  salary 
of  $2,500,  and  three  clerks. 

2.  It  provides  that  all  contracts  made  by  emigrants  to 
the  United  States,  in  foreign  countries,  in  conformity  to 
regulations  established  by  the  Commissioner,  pledging 
their  labour  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year,  to  repay 
the  expenses  of  the  emigration,  may  be  enforced  in  our 
courts,  and  shall  be  a  lien  on  any  land  to  be  thereafter 
acquired  by  the  emigrant. 

3.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  State  to  reduce  the  ton- 
nage duty  on  Emigrant  ships. 

4.  It  provides  that  no  emigrant  shall  be  compulsively 
enrolled  for  military  service  during  the  existing  insurrec- 
tion. 

5.  That  there  shall  be  an  U.  S.  Emigrant  Office  in 
New  York,  with  a  superintendent  and  two  clerks,  author- 

i  '  '  " 

diate  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  emigration,  are  noteworthy,  as  exhibiting* 
the  direct  and  deep  interest  which  the  masses  of  the  English  people  have, 
and  which  they  seem  instinctively  to  recognize,  in  the  preservation  of  our 
National  peace  and  prosperity — not  alone  as  regards  the  favouring  influence 
of  the  American  Republic  upon  British  Reform  and  their  own  political  and 
social  elevation,  but  in  reference  to  the  yet  more  important  question  of  their 
daily  food. 
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ized  to  make  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  emigrants, 
in  the  cheapest  and  most  expeditious  mode,  to  the  place 
of  their  destination,  and  to  protect  them  from  imposition. 

G.  That  the  Superintendent  may  make  advances,  for 
the  purposes  of  transportation,  upon  the  baggage  or  effects 
of  the  Emigrant. 

7.  It  forbids  the  employment  of  any  person,  under  the 
Act,  who  may  be  interested  in  land  or  transportation  com- 
panies. 

S.  It  requires  the  Commissioner  to  submit  a  detailed 
Annual  Report  to  Congress,  and 

9.  It  appropriates  $85,000  for  carrying  the  provisions 
of  the  act  into  effect. 

The  passage  of  this  Act  will  be  a  decided  advance  in 
the  action  of  Government  touching  Emigration,  and  will 
open  the  way  for  such  additional  provisions,  in  the  future, 
as  may  be  found  expedient  on  reviewing  the  details  of 
the  last  year's  emigration ;  and  in  view  of  the  reluctance 
entertained  by  the  Government,  pending  our  domestic 
embarrassments,  to  take  unnecessarily  any  step  which  may 
be  turned  into  an  occasion  of  foreign  quarrel,  the  country 
will  hail  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  Mr.  Washburne  as 
affording  some  advantage  for  the  present,  and  as  preparing 
the  way  for  more  efficient  action  in  the  future. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  (embodied  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Seward)  for  securing  the  re-payment  by  the 
emigrant  of  moneys  advanced  for  his  passage,  meet,  to  a 
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certain  extent,  the  point  specially  designated  in  the  Pre-  I 
amble  to  the  Resolution  under  which  your  Committee  I 
were  appointed,  touching  the  possibility  of  arrangements 
by  which  the  various  classes  of  employers  in  America  I 
may  obtain  the  particular  labour  they  employ. 

How  far  the  contracts  proposed  by  the  act,  recogniz-  \ 
able  in  our  courts,  and  acting  as  a  lien  upon  lands,  may 
be  available  to  secure  advances,  is  yet  to  be  tested. 

CONCLUSION. 

But  your  Committee  are  satisfied,  from  a  prolonged 
and  careful  investigation  of  the  results  of  various  experi- 
ments in  the  importation  of  skilled  labourers  in  different 
branches  of  manufacture,  that  the  parties  here  making  the 
advances  have  found  insuperable  difficulties,  arising  some- 
times from  one  cause  and  sometimes  from  another,  to  the 
satisfactory  fulfillment  of  the  engagements. 

The  idea  that  has  occasionally  prevailed  among  our 
skilled  labourers,  that  either  special  or  general  emigration 
is  likely  to  interfere  with  the  wages  or  interests  of  those 
already  here,  is  one  which,  however  natural  it  may  seem, 
is  contradicted  by  the  vastness  of  our  country  and  the 
magnitude  of  its  needs. 

The  Committee  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  leading 
statesmen  of  this  country  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 
vital  importance  of  protecting  and  stimulating  its  resources 
to  their  utmost  extent.    During  the  civil  wars  of  European 
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states,  those  men  who  have  left  in  the  National  annals  the 
most  ineffaceable  records  were  those  who,  amid  the  com- 
motions of  war,  laid  the  broadest  foundations  for  a  revival 
of  national  prosperity,  by  comprehensive  measures  of  civil 
policy,  in  promoting  manufactures  and  developing  agricul- 
tural and  mineral  wealth. 

The  entire  subject  of  Emigration,  whether  in  its  rela- 
tion to  private  enterprise  or  public  works,  to  its  develop- 
ment of  our  resources,  the  payment  of  our  taxes,  the  in- 
3rease  of  our  wealth,  or  the  preservation  and  increase  of 
our  power,  is  one  that  will  henceforth  deserve  the  most 
thoughtful  study  at  the  hands  of  the  economists  and 
statesmen  of  our  Republic. 

The  Committee  do  not  deem  it  expedient  at  this  mo- 
ment to  propose,  for  the  adoption  of  the  Club,  any  special 
Recommendations  going  beyond  the  legislative  provisions 
Proposed  by  Congress.  The  establishment  of  an  Emigra- 
tion Bureau  in  this  city  will  probably  open  opportunities 
mt  devising  improvements  in  the  system  ;  and  the  Gov- 
ernment will,  perhaps,  soon  feel  at  liberty  to  consult  more 
Exclusively,  in  this  respect,  the  interests  and  preferences  of 
the  American  people — always,  of  course,  with  a  profound 
Regard  to  the  mutual  obligations  of  international  justice 
tind  international  courtesy,  but  with  a  less  ready  yielding 
to  the  wishes  or  intimations  of  European  Powers.  Such 
h  deference  to  those  Powers,  at  the  present  time,  is  hardly 
^>ased  upon  any  approval  of  their  objections,  but  rather 
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upon  the  fact  that  we  are  sufficiently  occupied  for  the  mo- 
ment in  vindicating  the  right  of  Republican  government, 
and  disposing  permanently  of  a  domestic  embarrassment, 
and  upon  the  conviction  that,  with  the  near  prospect  of 
the  restoration  of  our  National  quiet,  with  tenfold  of  oui 
former  National  power,  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  post- 
pone for  a  brief  season  the  discussion  and  settlement  of 
foreign  questions,  however  interesting  or  important. 
New  York,  May  12,  1864. 

Geo.  Cabot  Ward, 
John  Jay. 
W.  H.  Osborn,  - 
Horatio  Allen, 
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REPORT 

OP 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 

MESEXTED  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING, 

Held  on  Wednesday  Evening,  Jannary  13,  1864. 


The  Executive  Committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  Sixth 
Article  of  the  By-Laws,  respectfully  report  : 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CLUB. 

That  the  call  under  which  this  Association  was  or- 
ganized, was  issued  on  the  15th  January,  1S63,  for  the 
formation  of  a  club,  to  be  known  as  "  The  National 
Club,"  the  object  of  which  should  be  to  cultivate  a 
profound  national  devotion,  as  distinguished  from  State 
or  sectional  feeling ;  to  strengthen  a  love  and  respect 
for  the  Union,  and  discourage  whatever  tends  to  give 
undue  prominence  to  purely  local  interests ;  to  discuss 
and  urge  upon  public  attention,  large  and  noble 
schemes  of  national  advancement  ;  to  elevate  and 
uphold  the  popular  faith  in  republican  government ; 
to  dignify  politics,  as  a  pursuit  and  a  study  ;  to  awa- 
ken a  practical  interest  in  public  affairs  in  those  who 
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have  become  discouraged  ;  to  enforce  a  sense  of  the 
eacred  obligations  inherent  in  citizenship  ;  and,  finally, 
to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  national  life,  all  that  a  body 
of  earnest  and  patriotic  men  can  accomplish  by  united 
effort. 

This  call  was  promptly  responded  to  by  the  influ- 
ential gentlemen  to  whom  it  was  addressed ;  and  on 
the  Gth  of  February  the  Articles  of  Association  were 
adopted,  under  the  name  of  "The  Union  League  of 
New  York."  In  March,  a  Committee  of  five  was  ap- 
pointed, to  confer  with  similar  Committees  of  the  Union 
Leagues  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  with  reference 
to  the  establishment  of  a  common  basis  of  action  ; 
and  on  the  11th  of  April,  the  Philadelphia  Union 
Club,  upon  the  joint  invitation  of  this  Club  and  the 
Loyal  National  League,  appointed  a  Committee  of  one 
hundred  gentlemen,  embracing  many  names  well 
known  to  the  country  as  eminent  in  law,  literature, 
science,  and  commerce,  to  attend  the  Sumter  Celebra- 
tion, who  were  cordially  welcomed  on  their  arrival, 
and  entertained  at  Delmonico's. 

The  present  Club-llouse  was  leased  from  Mr.  Parish 
I  properly  furnished,  and  opened  by  an  evening  recep- 
tion on  the  12th  of  May.  For  the  good  taste  exhibited 
in  the  appointments  of  the  Club-Uouse,  as  well  as  for 
the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  House  Committee 
fulfilled  their  delicate  and  responsible  duties,  the 
thanks  of  the  Club  are  due  to  the  gentlemen  composing 
that  Committee:  Messrs.  Dkl.yno,  Gkiswold,  Hunt, 
and  Weeks. 
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ITS  NAME. 

The  selection  of  the  name  of  "  The  Union  League," 
instead  of  that  originally  proposed,  "  The  National 
Clcb,"  was  suggested  by  the  idea  then  entertained, 
that  the  Club  would  partake  in  great  part  of  the 
character  of  the  Union  Leagues  then  beginning  to  be 
formed  throughout  the  country,  and  would  be  closely 
associated  and  affiliated  with  those  societies.  This 
idea  has  been  in  great  part  modified,  if  not  altogether 
abandoned. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  and  of  the  importance  to  our 
complete  success  that  we  should  be  identified  with 
no  party  but  that  of  the  country,  and  should  be  held 
responsible  for  neither  the  acts  nor  the  sentiments  of 
any  of  the  numerous  associations  bearing  names  so  simi- 
lar to  our  own,  that  some  confusion  is  all  but  inevitable ; 
and  in  view,  also,  of  the  probable  activity  in  the 
future,  of  Union  Leagues  in  party  fields,  from  which 
this  Association  will  be  excluded  by  the  broad  prin- 
ciples of  its  organization,  the  question  has  arisen 
whether  a  wise  expediency  does  not  recommend  the 
readoption  of  the  name  originally  proposed,  as  one 
which,  while  it  may  claim  certainly  an  equal  degree 
of  propriet}',  significance,  and  dignity,  with  that  of 
the  "  Union  League,''  will  possess  the  advantage  of 
making  our  identity,  as  "  The  National  Club,"  instant 
and  prominent,  and  indicate,  in  a  word,  what  we  know 
to  be  the  catholicity  of  its  principles,  and  what  we 
propose  shall  be  the  extent  of  its  inlluence. 
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ACTION  OF  THE  CLUB. 

Of  the  action  of  the  Club  subsequent  to  its  inau- 
guration, and  of  the  views  -which  governed  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  some  mention  has  been  already 
made,  in  an  elaborate  report,  which  they  had  the 
honor  to  present  at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  11th 
of  October,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  which  had  been 
unanimously  passed  by  the  Club  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember. 

The  resolution  had  requested  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  advise  the  Association  what  measures  were, 
in  their  opinion,  desirable  for  the  early  and  complete 
organization  of  the  Club,  as  regards  the  comfort  and 
convenience  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  Club-House,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  more  effective  influence  of  the 
Club  in  concentrating  and  directing  the  loyal  sen- 
timent of  New  York,  and  lending  strength  to  the 
Government  in  the  work  of  maintaining  the  integrity 
and  honor  of  the  nation. 

The  views  then  submitted,  which  it  is  unnecessary 
here  to  repeat,  were  accompanied  by  a  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  6th  By-Law,  enlarging  the  number  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  That  report  and  recom- 
mendation were  adopted  by  the  Club,  and  the  number 
of  the  Executive  Committee  was  increased  from  nine 
to  fifteen,  and  the  number  necessary  to  a  quorum 
from  five  to  seven.  Messrs.  Jay,  Blunt,  Howe, 
Clark,  Van  Nostrand,  and  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
were  elected  the  additional  members. 
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It  was  well  remarked  by  the  presiding  officer,  when 
the  resolution  of  inquiry  was  presented,  that  the  mover 
might,  with  propriety,  have  reversed  the  order  of 
the  propositions  it  discussed  ;  and,  acting  upon  that 
suggestion,  the  Executive  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  moral  influence  and  aid  which  it  is  the  object 
of  the  Club  to  confer  upon  the  country,  before  dis- 
cussing the  comforts  and  conveniences  which  it  pro- 
poses at  the  same  time  to  secure  to  its  members. 

COMMITTEE  ON  VOLUNTEERS. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  after  careful  consid- 
eration, the  Club  appointed  a  Committee  of  seven 
members,  with  full  power  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  Union  League  Club,  to  adopt  and  prosecute  such 
measures  as  they  should  deem  most  effectual  for  aiding 
the  Government  in  raising  and  equipping  the  quota 
of  volunteers  to  be  raised  in  the  State  of  New  York 
pursuant  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Club  appointed,  as  such  committee,  Messrs.  Van 
Rexsselakr,  Canxon,  Bacox,  J.  A.  Roosevelt,  Kirt- 
laxd,  Cownix,  and  Buss. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  COLORED  REGIMENTS. 

The  Committee,  finding  that  other  agencies  were 
actively  at  work  to  recruit  white  regiments,  and  that 
but  little,  if  any  effort  had  been  made  in  the  State,  of 
New  York  to  recruit  persons  of  color,  resolved  to  de- 
vote themselves  to  the  work  of  enlisting  from  this  class 
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of  our  citizens.  Having  come  to  this  determination, 
they  entered  with  spirit  upon  the  work  assigned  them, 
and  proceeded  to  raise  a  colored  regiment.  They  pro- 
cured the  proper  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Governor  of  New  York,  and  arranged  with  the 
City  Supervisors  for  the  payment  of  the  municipal 
bounty  to  each  colored  recruit,  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  devote  the  moneys  subscribed  by  members 
of  the  Club  in  aid  of  the  undertaking,  amounting  to 
some  $18,000,  not  to  the  payment  of  bounties,  but  to 
defraying  the  considerable  travelling  and  other  expenses 
incidental  to  the  procurement,  by  agent,  of  volunteer 
recruits. 

Of  the  tact  and  energy  exhibited  by  the  Committee 
and  of  the  success  which  has  attended  their  labors, 
the  Association  can  judge  from  the  fact,  which  the 
Executive  Committee  announce  with  pride  and  pleasure, 
that  one  full  colored  regiment,  numbering  1,020  men, 
was  enlisted  within  a  month,  and  are  now  stationed 
at  Hiker's  Island,  and  that  towards  a  second  colored 
regiment,  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  more 
than  600  recruits  are  in  camp,  and  their  number 
rapidly  increasing. 

Of  the  physical  character  of  the  first  regiment, 
the  Committee  are  advised  that  it  is  such  as  to  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  regiment  sent  from  New 
York ;  and  of  their  morale  it  may  be  remarked,  that, 
while  desertions  from  volunteer  companies  generally 
are  of  frequent  occurrence,  of  the  Twentieth  U.  S.  Regi- 
ment of  Colored  Troops,  raised   under  the  auspices 
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of  this  Association,  not  a  single  man  has  violated  his 
honor  by  deserting. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  add  that  the  total  number  of 
colored  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  in  the  State  of 
New  York  has  been  estimated  at  six  thousand.  Of 
these  fifteen  hundred  have  enlisted  in  regiments  raised  in 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  have  been  credited  to  the  quotas  of  those  states. 
It  is  thought  that  a  third  regiment  may  perhaps  be 
raised  under  the  auspices  of  the  Club,  in  addition  to  the 
Twentieth  and  Twenty-sixth  Regiments;  and  if  this 
should  be  accomplished,  there  would  be  left  of  the  colored 
men  in  New  York  liable  to  military  duty  only  about 
fifteen  hundred. 

The  field  officers  appointed  to  the  two  regiments  at 
Hiker's  Island  have  passed  the  severest  examination  at 
Washington,  and  have  already  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  field.  Those  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  of  United 
States  Colored  Troops  are :  Colonel  Nelson  B.  Bartram, 
Portchester,  Westchester  County ;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mather,  Otsego  County ;  Major  K  P.  Wells.  Those  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  thus  far  appointed  are: 
Colonel  William  Silliman,  JSTewburgh,  Orange  County ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  G.  Guernsey,  Norwich,  Che- 
nango County. 

LADIES'  MOVEMENT  TO  PRESENT  COLORS. 

The  interest  with  which  the  organization  of  these 
regiments  is  viewed  in  the  city  is  not   confined  to 

■ 


12  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


the  members  of  this  Association.  A  number  of  ladies 
being  desirous  to  testify  their  approval  of  the  move- 
ment, and  their  cordial  sympathy  with  these  regi- 
ments, by  the  presentation  of  a  stand  of  colors,  the 
Executive  Committee,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  tender- 
ed to  them  the  use  of  the  Club-House  for  their  pro- 
posed meeting,  which  was  held  in  these  rooms  during 
the  first  week  of  January,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mrs.  Charles  King. 

The  character  and  tone  of  the  assemblage  on  that 
occasion,  representing  as  it  did  the  highest  social 
circles  of  New  York,  as  regards  worth,  wealth,  fashion, 
and  influence,  afforded  the  most  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  issues  before  the  country  are  rightly  appre- 
ciated in  quarters  where,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Ke- 
bellion,  they  were  but  partially  understood,  and  that 
the  propriety  of  the  colored  race  bearing  their  share 
of  the  burdens,  the  dangers,  and  the  honor  of  main- 
taining our  national  integrity,  no  longer  admits,  with 
the  more  enlightened  and  patriotic  of  our  citizens, 
whether  men  or  women,  of  a  question  or  a  doubt. 

With  a  view  of  securing  from  disappointment  the 
many  who  will  be  glad  to  contribute  to  the  colors,  the 
Committee  of  Ladies  have  limited  the  subscription 
of  each,  donor  to  five  dollars ;  and  members  of  the 
Club  are  respectfully  requested  to  advise  the  ladies  of 
their  family  and  their  acquaintance,  that  subscrip- 
tions to  the  colors  for  the  regiments  may  be  sent  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Ladies'  Committee,  Mrs.  Wii.  E. 
Dodge,  Jr.,  No.  43  West  Thirty-first  Street. 
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The  presentation  is  expected  to  be  made  under  their 
supervision,  in  the  open  space  in  front  of  the  Club- 
House,  so  soon  as  it  may  be  found  convenient. 

It  will  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  Association  to 
be  advised  that  these  regiments,  under  the  care  -of  their 
accomplished  officers,  are  rapidly  improving  in  discipline 
and  efficiency,  and  that  they  have  borne  with  the  utmost 
cheerfulness  the  severe  privations  to  which  they  were 
temporarily  subjected.  As  some  anxiety  has  been  felt 
in  regard  to  their  comfort  during  this  cold  weather,  it  is 
proper  to  add  that  barracks  and  stoves  have  been  sup- 
plied under  the  direction  of  the  Committee. 

INAUGURATION    OF  THE   FAIR    FOR   THE  SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

To  another  movement  of  general  interest,  one  in 
behalf  of  the  National  Sanitary  Commission,  the 
Executive  Committee  have  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
lending  the  use  of  the  Club-House. 

In  November  last,  a  large  number  of  ladies  of  New 
York  inaugurated,  in  these  rooms,  "The  Metropoli- 
tan Fair,"  which,  under  their  auspices,  will  be  held  in 
the  city  during  the  coming  March,  and  which,  the 
Committee  believe,  will  not  only  produce  important 
results  in  enlarging  the  means  of  the  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, but  in  developing  that  spirit  of  loyalty 
which  it  is  a  chief  object  of  this  Association  to  encour- 
age, and  leading  to  a  concentration  and  harmony  of 
effort,  which  will  tend  at  once  to  unite  the  people 
and  strengthen  the  Government. 
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RECEPTIONS  AT  THE  CLUB-HOUSE. 

The  Executive  Committee,  cordially  recognizing 
the  influence  and  welcoming  the  co-operation  of  the 
loyal  women  of  this  city,  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
twice  opening  the  Club-IIouse  for  the  reception  of 
ladies,  the  first  time  at  the  inauguration  of  the  Club, 
and  again  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  December,  on 
which  occasion  the  honors  were  done  by  a  Committee 
of  Reception,  composed  of  Colonel  Howe,  Mr.  Blunt, 
and  Mr.  Van  Nostrand,  to  whom  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  are  due  for  an  unlimited  courtesy  and  tact, 
which  the  prudence  of  the  Executive  Committee  wisely 
tempered  by  a  discreet  economy. 

These  same  gentlemen  have  been  permanently 
charged  with  the  duty,  on  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  of  inviting  distinguished  citizens  and 
strangers  to  the  Club,  and  extending  to  them  proper 
hospitalities. 

LOYAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  9th  Article  of  the  By-Laws  provides  for  a 
Corcuroittee  on  Publications,  with  a  view  to  a  circula- 
tion of  such  documents  as  may  tend  to  awaken,  ex- 
tend, and  perpetuate  the  vital  faith  of  the  Fathers  of 
the  Republic  in  regard  to  the  necessity  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  of  National  Union.  No  such  Committee 
baring  been  thus  far  appointed  by  the  Association, 
and  the  work  intended  by  that  By-Law  having  been 
undertaken  before  the  organization  of  this  Club,  by  the 
"  Loyal  Publication  Society,"  most  of  the  members  of 
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which  are  members  also  of  the  Club,  this  Associa- 
tion, at  their  monthly  meeting,  on  the  14th  of  October 
last,  appointed  a  Committee  of  five,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  James  A.  Roosevelt,  George  C.  Ward,  J.  M. 
Cross,  George  W.  Blunt,  and  Henry  E.  Clark,  to 
collect  funds  for  the  diffusion  of  loyal  sentiments 
through  the  Loyal  Publication  Society  of  New  York. 

The  amount  raised  by  these  gentlemen  exceeded  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  enabled  the  Society 
to  renew  the  issue  of  their  excellent  series  of  loyal 
publications. 

THE  PROTECTIVE  WAR  CLAIM  ASSOCIATION. 

Among  the  admirable  institutions  organized  by  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  and  one  which  is  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect and  cordial  assistance  of  the  Club,  is  the  Protec- 
tive War  Claim  Association,  which  has  already  assist- 
ed some  11,000  wounded  soldiers  and  the  relatives  of 
those  who  have  died  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
to  recover,  without  expense,  the  pay  and  pension  due 
to  them. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  this  Association  are 
Messrs.  Howard  Potter,  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  and  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. 

COURTESIES  TO  OFFICERS,  ETC. 

The  courtesies  of  the  Club  have  been  frequently  ex- 
tended, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Recep- 
tion, to  distinguished  strangers,  whose  presence  has, 
in  several  cases,  added  interest  to  the  monthly  meetings. 
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The  Executive  Committee,  by  a  resolution  adopted  in 
November,  directed  invitations  to  be  extended  to  the 
Union  Members  of  Congress,  both  the  House  and 
Senate,  offering  them  the  freedom  of  the  Club  during 
their  stay  in  the  city ;  and  they  have  instructed  the 
Committee  of  Reception  to  address  a  circular  note  to  such 
officers  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy  as  they  may  think 
proper,  tendering  to  them  the  courtesies  of  the  Club, 
and  asking  of  them  the  favor  to  send  us,  from  time  to 
time,  as  their  convenience  will  permit,  rebel  colors  taken 
in  battle,  and  other  interesting  mementoes  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, to  be  preserved  at  our  rooms  as  souvenirs  of  the 
war.  An  interesting  collection  of  such  relics  has  al- 
ready been  formed  by  the  Union  Club  of  Philadelphia, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  request  will  be  cordially  re- 
sponded to  by  the  officers  in  both  branches  of  our 
service. 

A  NATIONAL  CLUB  AT  WASHINGTON. 

In  June  last,  the  Association,  at  its  monthly  meeting, 
instructed  the  Executive  Committee  to  consider  the 
feasibility  of  the  establishment  of  a  National  Club, 
at  the  capital,  and  to  advise  thereon  with  the  Loyal 
Clubs  at  Philadelphia  and  Boston. 

The  subject  was  considered  and  approved  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  and  by  them  specially  intrusted  to 
the  delegates  appointed  by  the  Union  League  Club  of 
New  York  to  assist  at  the  Union  League  Celebration  on 
the  Fourth  of  July  at  Philadelphia,  when  our  delegates 
were  to  broach  the  question  whether  we  should  have,  at 
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Washington,  a  National  Club.  The  rebel  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania  unexpectedly  transferred  the  proposed  cele- 
bration of  our  National  birthday  from  the  Quaker  City 
to  the  field  of  Gettysburg,  where,  under  the  lead  of  Gen- 
eral Meade,  the  great  issues  of  the  day  were  discussed, 
and  it  was  definitively  settled  that  we  should  have  in 
Washington  a  National  Government. 

In  view  of  the  momentous  issues  of  that  memorable 
victory,  which  secured  us  at  once  from  southern  inva- 
sion and.  northern  revolt,  the  postponement  of  all  mi- 
nor questions  was  a  matter  of  utter  insignificance.  But 
the  approving  interest  which  has  been  expressed  when- 
ever the  scheme  of  a  National  Club  at  the  capital  has 
been  suggested,  seems  to  justify  some  renewed  action  in 
its  behalf  by  this  Association. 

A  Loyal  Metropolitan  Club  is  said  to  have  been  re- 
cently established  at  Washington,  which  might  perhaps 
be  enlarged  in  its  scope,  so  as  to  admit  to  its  privileges 
the  members  of  the  Clubs  at  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia,  and  of  similar  Clubs,  should  any  be  estab- 
lished in  our  northern  cities. 

THE  REBELLION  RIOT  AT  NEW  YORK. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  say  here,  as  suggested  by 
the  mention  of  Gettysburg,  and  as  justified  by  what  has 
seemed  to  be  an  imperfect  appreciation  of  facts  bearing 
upon  the  position  of  the  members  of  the  Club,  that  when 
the  insurrection,  with  which  the  leaders  of  the  Rebellion 
at  Richmond  and  their  abettors  at  New  York  had  in- 
tended, in  case  Meade  was  defeated,  to  inaugurate  the 
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fourth  day  of  July  in  this  city,  broke  out  a  fortnight 
later,  in  riots,  robbery,  arson,  and  murder  ;  although  a 
large  number  of  our  members  were  in  the  country,  and 
no  organized  action  on  the  part  of  the  Club  was  deemed 
desirable  or  practicable,  many  of  the  gentlemen  on  our 
roll  were  in  constant  consultation  with  each  other,  and 
actively  employed,  by  night  as  well  as  day,  in  assisting 
the  military,  civil,  and  municipal  officers,  who,  with  a 
slender  force,  but  a  most  gallant  spirit,  met  and  crushed 
the  rioters  with  so  firm  a  hand,  that  with  their  disper- 
sion and  defeat  perished  the  last  hope  of  the  rebels,  of 
inaugurating  a  successful  northern  insurrection  against 
liberty,  nationality,  and  law. 

THE  CLUB  RESTAURANT. 

In  reference  to  the  arrangements  of  the  Club-House 
for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  members,  the 
Executive  Committee  have  pleasure  in  announcing  that, 
in  advance  of  the  more  extended  arrangements  which 
will  be  alike  demanded  and  justified  by  a  sufficient  in- 
crease in  their  roll  of  members,  they  have  secured,  by 
an  agreement  with  Mr.  Iauch,  a  communication  with 
whose  adjoining  establishment  in  Broadway  has  been 
opened  in  the  rear  of  the  Club-House,  the  long-desired 
advantage  of  a  restaurant ;  that  they  have  devoted  to 
the  purpose  of  an  ordinary,  the  convenient  room  on  the 
first  floor,  hitherto  known  as  the  smoking-room ;  and 
that,  having  inaugurated  this  essential  feature  in  the 
club  by  a  dinner  given  in  honor  of  their  Chairman, 
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Mr.  Griswold,  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary, they  can  safely  recommend  to  the  members  the 
restaurant  of  the  Union  League  Club,  as  not  exceed- 
ed on  that  occasion  by  any  Club  in  the  city  in  its  ap- 
pointments and  cuisine,  of  which  they  recommend  an 
early  and  fair  trial  on  the  part  of  members,  both  for 
meals  a  la  carte,  and  for  club  dinners,  not  exceeding 
in  number  twenty  guests.  The  Executive  Committee 
propose  to  procure  a  select  stock  of  choice  wines,  which 
will  be  furnished  to  members  nearly  at  cost,  so  as  to  af- 
ford from  the  start  the  motive  of  economy,  in  addition 
to  what,  they  hope,  may  prove  the  attractive  excellencies 
to  be  supplied  by  the  caterer. 

■ 

PLANS  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

That  the  present  arrangement  will  be  inadequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  Club  when  the  members  shall  hardly 
exceed  a  thousand  is  perfectly  clear,  and  it  may  be 
looked  upon  simply  as  a  temporary  expedient,  justifi- 
able for  the  present  on  economical  grounds,  and  to  be 
superseded  by  a  permanent  improvement  of  the  Club- 
House  property,  so  soon  as  its  income  will  authorize  the 
purchase  of  the  fee,  the  extension  of  the  building  upon 
the  rear  lots  which  front  upon  Eighteenth  Street,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  restaurant  upon  a  scale  commensu- 
rate with  the  dignity  of  what  ought  speedily  to  become 
the  largest  and  most  influential  Club  in  America. 

How  soon  this  point  will  be  reached,  depends  far  less 
upon  the  Executive  Committee  than  upon  the  united 


20  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

efforts  of  the  individual  members ;  and  certainly  the 
record  of  the  past  year — showing  the  great  work  already 
accomplished  by  the  Club  in  giving  a  higher  tone  to  the 
social  sentiment  of  New  York — in  strengthening  the 
Government,  by  uniting  in  its  support  the  wealth  and 
influence  of  our  various  circles — in  calling  to  its  aid 
colored  regiments,  whose  services  will  enable  as  many 
white  citizens,  of  whom  our  rural  districts  had  been  par- 
tially drained,  to  remain  at  home — and  in  assisting  to 
inaugurate  such  noble,  popular  movements,  as  the  Met- 
ropolitan Fair  for  the  Sanitary  Commission — the  record 
of  the  past  year  affords  all  the  encouragement  we 
could  w'ish,  and  far  more  than  we  had  dared  to  hope 
for. 

If  each  member  will  make  a  point  of  selecting  with 
careful  discrimination  from  the  list  of  his  friends  those 
who  ought  to  be  members  of  a  Club  instituted  for  such 
objects,  and  which  has  already  achieved  such  success,  and 
nominate  them  as  members,  our  roll  would  soon  be 
doubled,  and  the  means  would  be  secured  for  making 
the  Club-House,  in  its  appointments,  as  complete  as 
any  in  the  world. 

The  present  number  of  members  is  530.  The  cau- 
tious and  wise  economy  recommended  in  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer  is  the  only  safe  rule  for  a  Club  in  its 
infancy  ;  and  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  all  debts,  is  about  $2,500. 

The  Executive  Committee  propose  to  improve  the 
Eeading-Room  by  the  addition  of  various  periodicals 
and  reviews,  foreign  aud  domestic,  and  they  would 
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suggest  to  the  Association  that  a  library  of  standard 
works,  books  of  reference,  and  others  suitable  for  the 
purpose  of  a  Club,  can  readily  T)e  formed,  if  each  mem- 
ber will  select  from  his  own  library,  volumes  of  that 
character  which  he  can  part  with,  without  inconven- 
ience. 

The  Committee  propose  also  to  make  to  the  Heads  of 
Departments  at  "Washington,  and  to  members  of  Con- 
gress, a  request  which  they  are  assured  will  be  cheerfully 
complied  with,  for  governmental  documents  and  surveys. 
A  volume  has  been  kept  in  the  Reception-Room  for  the 
registry  of  Army  and  I^avy  officers  visiting  ^Tew  York. 

They  would  suggest  the  continuance,  as  at  present,  of 
the  weekly  Thursday  meetings,  with  the  addition  of 
chocolate,  coffee,  and  simple  refreshments,  and  they 
recommend,  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  the  wisdom  of 
which  has  been  sufficiently  tested  in  other  associations, 
a  rather  more  elaborate  supper  at  the  monthly  meet- 
ings. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Executive  Committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  : 

1.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Club  be  presented  to  the 
Committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  raising  the  colored 
regiments,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  their  work 
is  being  accomplished,  and  also  to  the  patriotic  women 
who  have  undertaken  to  furnish  the  reoriments  with 
colors. 

2.  That  another  Committee  be  appointed  to  aid  in  the 
reception  of  the  veteran  regiments  who  have  re-enlisted, 
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and  are  now  returning  to  their  homes  on  furlough,  and 
also  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  re-enlistments. 

3.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  ad- 
vise Messrs.  Cobden  and  Bright,  Prof.  Goldwin  Smith, 
Messrs.  Cairne,  Foster,  Gasparin,  Laboulaye,  and  other 
distinguished  advocates  of  the  American  cause  in  Eu- 
rope, of  the  scope  and  aim  of  this  Club,  and  of  the  pleas- 
ure it  will  afford  us  to  receive  any  of  their  friends  com- 
ing to  New  York. 

4.  That  the  Club  should  make  an  immediate  and  earn- 
est effort  to  increase  the  number  of  its  members  to  one 
thousand,  and  that  each  member  be  appealed  to  to  give 
his  active  individual  assistance  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  the  Executive  Committee  beg  leave 
to  express  their  conviction  that  such  an  effort  unani- 
mously made,  will  be  certainly  successful.  It  will  be 
materially  assisted  by  the  recent  improvement  of  the 
internal  economy  of  the  Club-House,  in  supplying  a 
restaurant,  the  want  of  which  has  thus  far  told  sensibly 
asrainst  it. 

The  intelligent  citizens  of  ISTew  York  have  begun  to 
appreciate  justly,  the  practical  assistance  so  quietly, 
but  effectually,  rendered  by  this  Association  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  enlistment  of  troops :  as  well  as  in  the 
moral  influence  which  they  have  already  exerted,  in  ele- 
vating the  tone  of  public  sentiment,  and  correcting  that 
semi-loyalty,  to  call  it  by  no  harsher  name,  which,  until 
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recently,  pervaded  social  circles  that  claimed  to  be 
respectable,  and  which,  through  their  influence,  has  pro- 
longed the  war  and  complicated  our  position,  by  deceiving 
not  only  the  rebel  leaders  at  Richmond,  but  their  sympa- 
thizing friends  and  presses  in  Europe.  The  whole  country 
now  understands  that  upon  the  devotion  of  the  people  to 
the  integrity  and  honor  of  the  republic,  regardless  alike  of 
local  interests  and  party  ties,  depends  the  early  triumph 
of  the  American  cause ;  and  that  the  purifying  of  the  so- 
cial circles  of  this,  the  national  metropolis,  will  tend  more 
than  any  thing  else  to  brighten  everywhere  the  national 
atmosphere.  Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  any 
sympathy  with  the  Rebellion,  which  is  striving  to  destroy 
our  country,  affixes  here  a  stigma  under  which  men  shall 
shrink  from  the  public  gaze,  and  dread  the  inevitable 
frown  of  our  higher  social  circles  ;  and  disloyalty  will 
nowhere  flaunt  itself,  as  hitherto,  with  a  boldness  that 
was  at  once  an  insult  and  an  outrage,  not  alone  to  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  families  whom  the  Rebellion 
has  caused  to  mourn,  but  to  every  man  whose  love  of 
country  is  broad  enough  to  embrace  in  its  integrity  the 
American  Republic. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Geokge  Gkiswold, 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  present  a  detailed  statement  of 
all  moneys  received  by  me,  on  account  of  the  Union 
League  Club,  from  the  time  I  was  appointed  its  Treasurer 
to  the  date  of  this  report,  and  of  all  disbursements  made 
by  me  during  the  same  period,  with  the  proper  vouch- 
ers. 

I  annex  hereto  a  summary  of  this  statement,  by  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  received  from  all  sources 
$26,710,  and  expended  $24,263  39^  leaving  a  balance  to 
my  credit,  as  Treasurer,  in  the  Bank  of  America,  of 
$2,446  11. 

Of  these  receipts,  $24,S10  have  accrued  from  the  dues 
and  initiation  fees  of  five  hundred  and  thirteen  mem- 
bers ;  $1,100  from  donations  ;  $500  from  money  lent  to 
the  Club  and  since  repaid ;  and  $300  on  account  of  the 
rent  of  the  stable  in  the  rear  of  the  Club-House. 

Of  the  disbursements,  $9,772  76  have  been  for  furni- 
ture ;  $6,603  50  for  rent ;  $1,007  52  for  necessary  re- 
pairs and  alterations  ;  $1,277  36  for  supplies  furnished  to 
the  house ;  $590  40  for  gas ;  $551  51  for  coal ;  $740  17 
for  wages ;  $500  to  repay  cash  borrowed ;  $40  for 
insurance ;  $1,574  87  for  sundries,  such  as  stationery, 
printing,  telegrams,  wages  of  correspondents,  etc. ;  and 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER.  25 

$1,605  80  advanced  to  the  Superintendent  from  time 
to  time  for  such  house  expenses  as  his  receipts  have 
proved  insufficient  to  discharge. 

Mr.  Holmstedt,  the  Superintendent,  has  made  periodi- 
cal returns  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  from  the 
18th  of  June  to  the  31st  December  last.  His  disburse- 
ments during  this  period  appear  to  have  been  $2,370  34  ; 
of  which  $192  83  were  for  furniture  ;  $1,028  18  for  house 
supplies  and  board  of  the  family ;  $855  82  for  wages, 
and  $293  51  for  sundries. 

To  meet  these  expenditures  he  states  that  he  has  re- 
ceived $2,370  34,  as  follows :  $604  74  proceeds  of  re- 
freshments, etc.,  furnished  to  members ;  $159  80  pro- 
ceeds of  the  billiard  rooms  ;  and  the  balance  has  been 
advanced  by  me  as  above  stated. 

If  these  accounts  should  be  consolidated,  they  would 
show  the  aggregate  receipts  of  the  Club,  from  all  sour- 
ces to  have  been  $27,474  54,  and  the  disbursements 
$25,028  43,  distributed  as  follows :  those  for  gas,  coal, 
repairs,  rent,  insurance,  and  the  payment  of  cash  bor- 
rowed in  the  same  amounts  as  have  already  been  stated. 
For  furniture,  $9,965  59;  supplies  and  board  of  family, 
$2,305  54  ;  wages,  $1,595  99  ;  and  sundries,  $1,868  38. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  explain  certain  items  on  the 
credit  side  of  this  account,  which  may  not  be  intelligible 
to  gentlemen  who  have  recently  joined  the  Club.  It 
may  be  observed,  that  the  amount  credited  to  dues  and 
initiation  fees  does  not  correspond  with  that  which 
would  have  accrued  from  five  hundred  and  thirteen 
members  at  $50  each.  The  cause  of  this  is  the  fact 
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that  the  dues  were  originally  only  $25,  and  when  they 
were  raised  to  $50  it  was  thought  inequitable  to  make 
the  payment  of  the  additional  sum  obligatory  upon  the 
old  members.  A  large  number  of  them,  however,  vol- 
untarily made  up  this  amount,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
detailed  statement. 

I  may  add,  also,  that  considerably  more  than  five 
hundred  and  thirteen  gentlemen  have  been  elected  to 
the  Club,  but  it  has  been  suggested  to  such  of  them  as 
were  not  brought  in  until  within  a  few  weeks  past  to 
postpone  the  completion  of  their  membership,  and  the 
payment  of  their  fees,  until  after  the  commencement  of 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  item  of  $500,  money  lent  to  the  Club,  was  from  a 
liberal  and  patriotic  member,  who  made  the  advance 
when  we  were  not  so  well  provided,  with  funds  as  we 
have  been  since,  and  who  would  have  willingly  given 
us  ten  times  the  amount,  if  our  exigencies  had  re- 
quired it. 

Of  the  donations  to  the  Club,  $25  was  contributed  by 
a  friend  in  Brooklyn,  who,  as  he  could  not  conveniently 
become  a  member,  owing  to  his  non-residence,  desired 
to  signify  his  approbation  of  the  work  we  had  under- 
taken and  the  way  we  were  doing  it  by  this  gift;  another 
sum  of  $25  was  from  Robert  B.  Minturn,  Esq.,  for  the 
library,  and  which  has  been  expended  for  that  purpose, 
and  $50  from  the  same  gentleman  for  the  purchase  of 
flowers,  for  the  reception,  last  May. 

The  most  munificent  donation  was  that  of  $1,000 
from  George  Griswold,  Esq.,  the  chairman  of  the  Execu- 
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tivo  Committee  and  the  untiring  and  devoted  friend  of 
the  Club,  to  whose  generosity  we  are  also  indebted  for 
the  flag-staff  and  flags  which  surmount  our  building, 
and  many  other  benefits  and  personal  services,  the  value 
of  which  cannot  be  measured  by  money. 

The  item  of  8300  for  rent  is  the  amount  paid  by  Mr. 
D.  C.  Blodgett  on  account  of  the  rent  of  the  stable  on 
Eighteenth  Street,  which  we  have  leased  to  him  until 
the  1st  of  May  next,  for  $700. 

In  conclusion,  I  congratulate  the  members  upon  the 
following  important  facts : 

1.  The  Club  is  entirely  out  of  debt. 

2.  The  rent  is  paid  until  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 

3.  There  is  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $2,446  H? 
and  with  this  balance  and  the  dues  of  the  present  mem- 
bers the  expenses  of  the  Club  can  be  fully  met  for  the 
next  year. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  the  Treasurer's  account 
fully  justifies  the  Executive  Committee  in  their  deter- 
mination to  incur  no  indebtedness  beyond  their  actual 
existing  means,  and  to  establish  the  Club  upon  the 
strongest  financial  basis.  To  carry  this  out  they  have 
been  obliged  to  reject  some  suggestions  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  comfort  of  members  as  well  as  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  great  cause  of  Union  and  Loyalty, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  they  would  have  been 
eager  to  adopt.  There  is  one  way  in  which  all  these 
improvements  and  many  others  can  be  easily  secured. 
It  is  simply  to  increase  the  number  of  members.  Inas- 
much as,  when  a  candidate  is  proposed,  we  ask  no  ques- 
tions about  his  parentage,  or  wealth,  or  position  in 
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fashionable  society,  but  simply  these  two,  Is  ho  honest  ? 
Is  he  loyal?  can  we  doubt  that,  with  proper  exertions, 
we  shall  have  at  our  next  annual  meeting  at  least  twice 
as  many  names  as  we  have  on  our  rolls  at  present. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

William  J.  Hoppin,  Treasurer. 
New  York,  January  13,  1864. 
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REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 


We,  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts 
of  William  J.  Iloppin,  Treasurer  of  the  Union  League 
Club,  certify,  that  we  have  examined  the  accounts  and 
compared  all  the  charges  with  the  vouchers,  and  find 
the  account  in  all  respects  correct,  and  we  find  the 
balance  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Club  to  be,  on  the 
13th  day  of  January,  1864,  $2,446  11,  as  stated  by  the 
Treasurer.  We  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  ac- 
counts are  kept  with  perfect  system  and  accuracy. 


Dated  New  York,  February  3,  1864. 


UNION  LEAGUE  CLUB, 


IN  NEW  YORK. 




ARTICLES  OF  ASSOCIATION. 

1.  The  condition  of  membership  shall  be  absolute  and  un- 
qualified  loyalty  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
unwavering  support  of  its  efforts  for  the  suppression  of  the  Re- 
bellion. 

2.  The  primary  object  of  the  Association  shall  be  to  discoun- 
tenance and  rebuke,  by  moral  and  social  influences,  all  disloy- 
alty to  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  that  end  the  members 
will  use  every  proper  means  in  public  and  private. 

3.  We  pledge  ourselves,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  collec- 
tively and  individually,  to  resist  to  the  uttermost  every  attempt 
against  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  nation. 


B  T-L  A  W  S. 


OF  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  DUTIES. 

1.  The  Officers  of  the  Union  League  Club  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, twelve  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  an  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  a  Committee  on  Admissions,  and  a  Commit 
tee  on  Publications,  each  of  whom  shall  be  elected  (except  for 
the  year  1863),  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Club,  by  the 
members  thereof,  and  shall  serve  until  their  successors  shall 
have  been  elected  respectively. 

2.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President 
senior  in  order  of  election,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Club. 

3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Standing  Committee  and  Committee  on  Admissions  (of 
which  Committees  he  shall  be,  ex  officio,  a  member),  and  of  all 
meetings  of  the  Club,  and  of  all  matters  concerning  it,  of 
which  a  record  shall  be  deemed  advisable  by  him  or  by  said 
Committees.  The  records  of  the  Secretary  shall,  at  all  reason- 
able times,  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  member  of  the 
Club.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  notify  members  of  their  election, 
to  keep  a  roll  of  the  members  of  the  Club  (which  shall  be 
signed  by  each  member  as  soon  as  elected),  to  issue  notices  for 
all  meetings  of  the  Club,  and  to  conduct  the  correspondence. 

4.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect,  and,  under  the  direction  of 

the  Executive  Committee,  disburse  the  funds.    He  shall  keep 
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the  accounts  of  the  Club  in  books  belonging  to  it;  he  shall 
report  at  every  annual  meeting,  and  oftener,  if  required,  on  the 
state  of  the  funds.  The  Treasurer  shall  be,  ex  officio,  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Committee  on  Admissions. 

5.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  have  power,  respectively, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  employ,  at 
the  expense  of  the  Club,  such  clerical  aid  as  may  be  necessary 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

6.  The  general  affairs  of  the  Club  shall  be  managed  by  an 
Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  fifteen  members.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  shall  exercise  a  general  superintendence  over 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  Club ;  shall  control  and  manage  its 
property,  and  enforce  the  preservation  of  order  and  obedience 
to  its  rules.  It  shall  make  all  necessary  purchases  and  con- 
tracts, but  shall  have  no  power  to  make  the  Club,  or  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  liable  for  any  debt  or  debts  to  an  amount  beyond 
one  half  that  which,  at  the  time  of  contracting  the  same,  shall 
be  in  the  Treasurer's  hand  in  cash,  and  not  subject  to  prior  lia- 
bilities. It  shall  also  have  power  to  solicit  subscriptions  of 
money  from  loyal  persons  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  objects  of  the  Club.  It  may  also  call  special  meetings  of  the 
Club  whenever  it  may  deem  necessary.  At  every  annual  meet- 
ing it  shall  report  its  proceedings,  and  may,  at  any  time,  recom- 
mend such  measures  as  it  may  deem  advisable. 

1.  The  Executive  Committee,  of  which  seven  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum, shall  meet,  at  least,  once  in  every  month  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business;  and  vacancies,  by  death  or  otherwise,  may  be 
filled  by  the  Committee  for  the  residue  of  the  term. 


8.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Admissions,  to  consist  of 
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seven  members.  Vacancies,  by  death  or  otherwise,  may  be  filled 
by  the  Committee  for  the  residue  of  the  term.  The  name  and 
residence  of  all  persons  proposed  for  admission,  with  the  name 
of  the  member  proposing  them,  shall  be  first  posted,  in  a  con- 
spicuous place  in  the  rooms  of  the  Club,  at  least  fifteen  days. 
They  then  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Admissions, 
the  proceedings  of  which  Committee  thereon  shall  be  secret  and 
confidential.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  make 
careful  examination,  and  to  receive  and  consider  all  communi- 
cations in  reference  to  each  individual  proposed ;  and  they  shall 
pass  upon  each  name  separately.  The  Committee  shall  fix  their 
own  place  and  time  of  meeting.  At  every  monthly  meeting  the 
Committee  shall  report  the  names  of  such  persons  proposed  as 
they  recommend  for  admission,  and  the  Club  shall  thereupon 
proceed  to  vote  upon  the  names  so  recommended.  Negative 
votes  to  the  number  of  one-third  of  those  cast,  shall  exclude 
the  person  or  persons  voted  for. 

0.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Publications,  the  duty  of 
which  shall  be  to  circulate  through  the  public  press,  and  other- 
wise, such  documents  as  shall  tend  to  awaken,  extend,  and  per- 
petuate the  vital  faith  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic,  namely,  that 
National  Union  is  necessary  to  the  American  people  for  the  pres 
ervation  of  liberty,  maintenance  of  law,  security  against  civil 
discord,  protection  from  foreign  aggression,  continuance  of 
social  and  commercial  prosperity,  and  transmission  of  national 
glory ;  and  to  impress  on  the  intelligent  and  educated  classes 
the  duty  of  taking  an  active  part  in  the  conduct  of  public  af- 
fairs. Such  Committee  shall  consist  of  seven  members,  and 
have  power  to  fill  its  own  vacancies,  and  to  add  to  its  members 
during  the  term  for  which  it  is  elected.  There  shall  be  a 
special  publication  fund  distinct  from  the  general  fund  of  the 
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Club,  which  shall  be  disbursed  by  the  Treasurer  only  on  the 
order  or  certificate  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lications. 

10.  Any  officer  may  be  removed  for  cause  at  any  meeting  of 
the  Club  upon  due  notice,  and  any  vacancy  in  any  office  may 
be  filled  for  the  residue  of  the  term  by  the  Club,  at  any  meeting 
thereof,  except  as  otherwise  provided. 

OF  MEETINGS. 

11.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Club  shall  be  held  on  the  sec- 
ond Wednesday  in  January,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  election 
of  officers,  and  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may 
come  before  it.  Thirty  members,  and  a  majority  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  shall  be  a  quorum  at  all  meetings  of  the  Club. 

12.  At  every  annual  meeting,  three  Auditors  6hall  be  ap- 
pointed to  serve  for  twelve  months,  or  until  new  Auditors  shall 
be  regularly  chosen.  The  duty  of  said  Auditors  shall  be  to 
audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  to  present 
their  report  thereof  to  the  next  annual  meeting.  The  commit- 
tee shall  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  number,  and  two 
of  them  shall  be  a  quorum. 

13.  There  shall  be  a  monthly  meeting,  for  the  election  of 
members  and  the  transaction  of  business,  on  the  second  Thurs- 
day of  every  month,  at  8  p.  m.,  except  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary. 

14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Club,  the  order  of  business,  so 
far  as  the  character  and  nature  of  the  meeting  may  admit,  shall 
be  as  follows : 
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1.  Reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting. 

2.  Reports. 

3.  Election  of  new  members. 

4.  New  business. 

Eut  this  order  of  business  may  be,  on  motion,  changed  by  a 
majority  of  the  meeting. 

15.  No  stranger  shall  be  present  at  any  meeting  of  the 
Club. 

16.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  and  a  plurality  of  votes, 
except  in  the  cases  provided  for  by  the  8th  By-Law,  shall  be 
sufficient  to  elect. 

17.  Proxies  shall  not  be  permitted. 

OF  MEMBERS. 

18.  No  member  shall  receive  any  salary,  emolument,  or  profit 
from  the  funds  of  the  Club. 

19.  No  member  shall  give  any  money  or  gratuity  to  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Club. 

20.  All  resignations  shall  be  made  in  writing  to  the  Execu 
tive  Committee  ;  but  if  made  after  the  second  Wednesday  ot 
January,  such  resignation  shall  not  discharge  the  member  pre- 
senting it  from  his  dues  for  the  current  year ;  and  all  interest  in 
the  property  of  the  Club,  of  members  resigning,  or  otherwise 
ceasing  to  be  members,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Club. 
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21.  A  candidate  for  membership  shall  be  proposed  by  a 
member,  who  shall  register  in  a  book  set  apart  for  the  purpose, 
the  candidate's  name  and  residence,  and  add  the  date  of  such 
registry  and  his  own  signature. 

22.  If  the  conduct  of  a  member  be  disorderly,  or  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  Club,  or  contrary  to  its  By-Laws ;  or  if 
by  his  acts  or  conversation  he  shall  manifest  a  spirit  of  disloy- 
alty to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  Executive 
Committee  shall  inform  him  thereof  in  writing,  and  if  the  na- 
ture of  the  offence  require  it,  request  him  to  resign. 

23.  Should  such  information  or  request  be  disregarded,  the 
Executive  Committee  shall  refer  the  matter  to  the  next  stated 
meeting  of  the  Club,  or  to  a  special  meeting  thereof;  of  which 
reference  due  notice  shall  be  given#to  the  offending  member. 

24.  At  such  meeting  the  nature  of  the  offence  shall  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  member  complained  of  may  be  censured  or  ex- 
pelled by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present.  A  mo- 
tion involving  censure  or  expulsion  shall  be  decided  by  ballot. 

25.  The  admission  fee  of  members  shall  be  twenty-five  dollars. 
The  annual  dues  of  members  shall  be  twenty-five  dollars,  pay- 
able in  advance,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  March  in  every 
year,  except  by  members  elected  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1864,  who  shall  pay  upon  admission.  If  not  then  paid,  the 
defaulter  shall  cease  to  be  a  member  ipso  facto:  Provided, 
that  upon  his  written  application,  and  the  payment  of  all  dues 
to  the  date  thereof,  the  Executive  Committee,  in  its  discretion, 
and  upon  such  terms  as  it  may  deem  proper,  may  remit  the  pen- 
alty of  this  By-Law;  of  all  which  the  Secretary  shall  make  a 
minute.    And  provided  further,  that  the  penalty  of  this  By- 
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Law  shall  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  resident  member  who  may 
be  ill  or  absent  from  the  city  of  New  York. 

OF  STRANGERS. 

26.  A  member  may  personally  introduce  non-residents  to  the 
rooms  of  the  Club  for  a  fortnight ;  their  names,  and  those  of 
the  parties  introducing  them,  and  the  date  of  such  introduction, 
to  be  first  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

27.  The  Executive  Committee  may  give  a  written  invitation 
to  any  stranger,  which  shall  entitle  him  to  visit  the  Club-House 
for  one  month,  or  such  longer  period  as  the  Committee  may 
deem  proper. 

28.  Residents  of  the  city  of  New  York,  not  being  members, 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  rooms  of  the  Club  more  than  once. 

29.  No  person,  except  a  non-resident  foreigner,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Club-House,  who  does  not  give  his  unwavering 
support  to  the  Government ;  and  if  any  person  disloyal  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  be  knowingly  introduced  to 
the  rooms  of  the  Club  by  a  member  of  the  Club,  such  member 
may  be  expelled  for  the  offence. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

30.  No  person  shall  take  from  the  Club-House  a  newspaper, 
pamphlet,  book,  or  other  article  the  property  of  the  Club,  nor 
mutilate,  deface,  nor  destroy  the  same. 

31.  Books,  pamphlets,  or  newspapers,  shall  not  be  removed 
from  the  reading  and  drawing-rooms. 
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32.  A  By-Law  of  the  Club  may  be  amended  or  a  new  By- 
Law  made,  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Club,  the  proposer 
having  posted  upon  the  notice-board  the  words  of  the  proposed 
alteration  or  addition  for,  at  least,  thirty  days  immediately  pre- 
ceding said  meeting,  when,  if  two-thirds  of  those  present  shall 
vote  in  favor  of  the  proposed  alteration  or  amendment,  the  same 
shall  be  adopted. 

33.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  make 
6uch  other  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  property  of  the  Club,  and  the  preservation  of  good  order. 

34.  The  Club  may  at  any  regular  meeting  elect  non-residents 
as  honorary  members,  who  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  Such  honorary  members  shall  have  all  the 
privileges  of  the  Club  except  voting  at  meetings,  and  being 
eligible  for  office.    Such  elections  need  not  be  by  ballot. 


LIST  OF  MEMBEES. 


Abbott,  Robert 
Abeel,  John  H. 
Agnew,  A.  G. 
Agnew,  Cornelius  R. 
Albinola,  G. 
Allen,  Horatio 
Allen,  Wm.  M. 
Andrews,  Rufus  F. 
Anthon,  Geo.  C. 
Appleton,  Daniel  F. 
Appleton,  Daniel  S. 
Appleton,  Wm.  H. 
Arnold,  Benj.  G. 
Aspinwall,  John  L. 
Aspinwall,  Wm.  H. 
Astor,  J.  J.,  Jr. 

Bacon,  D.  G. 
Bacon,  Sherman  J. 
Bailey,  Isaac  H. 
Bailey,  Latimer 
Baker,  Benj.  P. 
Bancroft,  George 
Barney,  Hiram 
Barron,  John  C. 
Bedlow,  Henry 
Beebe,  Charles  E. 
Beekman,  Gilbert  L. 
Beekman,  James  W. 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Benkard,  Henry  R. 
Benkard,  J.  Philip 
Bennett,  Josiah  L. 
Benson,  Robert 


Berly,  Frederick 
Berry,  Richard 
Betts,  George  F. 
Bierstadt,  Albert 
Bininger,  Andrew  G. 
Bird,  0.  Wm. 
Bliss,  Geo.,  Jr. 
Bliss,  Robert 
Blodgett,  Wm.  T. 
Blunt,  Edmund 
Blunt,  Geo.  W. 
Bonney,  Benj.  W. 
Booth,  William  A. 
Booth,  William  T. 
Borden,  Wm. 

BOTTA,  VlNCENZO 

Bowne,  Richard  H. 
Bowne,  Robert 
Brady,  John  R. 
Breeden,  Benj.  F. 
Breeden,  Wm.  H. 
Brewster,  Henry 
Bridgham,  Samuel  W. 
Brokaw,  Joseph 
Brooks,  Henry  J. 
Brown,  Elijah  T. 
Brown,  John  Crosby 
Brown,  Thomas  E. 
Bryant,  Wm.  C. 
Budd,  Wm.  A. 
Bulkley,  J.  E. 
Bull,  H.  K. 
Bull,  Isaac  M. 
Bunce,  Seymour  A. 
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Bunker,  Wm.  E. 
Burr,  A.  M. 
Burr,  Edwin 
Butler,  B.  F.,  Jr. 
Butler,  Charles 
Butler,  Chas.  E. 
Butler,  Theron  R. 
Butler,  William  Allen 
Butte rworth,  J.  F. 

Cannon,  Le  Grand  B. 
Carlisle,  Nathaniel  D. 
Carrow,  Chas. 
Carter,  James  C. 
Cary,  W.  F. 
Cecil,  Jno.  R. 
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